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P-ROGCGEEDI-NGS
6:39 P.M

CHAIR HOOD: On the record. Cood
eveni ng, |adies and gentlenen. This is the
public hearing of the Zoni ng Conmm ssi on of
the District of Colunbia for Mnday, Cctober
30, 2006. My nanme is Anthony J. Hood.
Joining me this evening are Conm ssioners
Jeffries, Parsons and Turnbull. W are also
joined by the Ofice of Zoning Staff, Sharon
Schellin and Donna Hanousek and to ny right,
the Ofice of Planning and it |ooks |ike
we're al so joined by Staff DDOT.

The subject of this evening's
hearing i s Zoning Comm ssion Case No. 06-17.
This is a request by the D.C. Public Schools
and George Washi ngton University for
consol i dat ed approval of a planned unit
devel opnent and rel ated anendnent for
property located at 2125 and 2135 F Street,
NW known as Lots 55 and 829 a square 80.

Notice of today's hearing was
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published in the DC Register on July 28,
2006. Copies of today's hearing
announcenent are available to you and are
| ocated to ny left in the wall bin near the
door .

This hearing will be conducted in
accordance with the provision of 11 DCWVR
3022. The order of procedure wll be as
follows: prelimnary matters, Applicant's
case, report of Ofice of Planning, report
of ot her governnent agencies, report of
Advi sory Nei ghbor hood Conm ssi on 2A,
organi zati ons and persons in support,
organi zati ons and person in opposition.

The followng tinme constraints
will be maintained at this neeting: the
Appl i cant 50 m nutes, organizations five
m nutes, individuals three mnutes. The
Commi ssion intends to adhere to the tine
limts as strictly as possible in order to
hear the case in a reasonabl e period of

time. The Conm ssion reserves the right to
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change the tine limts for presentations if
necessary and no tine shall be ceded.

Al |l persons appearing before the
Commi ssion are to fill out two w tness
cards. These cards are located to ny left
on the table near the door. Upon com ng
forward to speak to the Conmm ssion, please
give both cards to the reporter sitting to
nmy right before taking a seat at the table.

Pl ease be advised that this
proceedi ngs i s being recorded by a court
reporter and is also web cast |ive.
Accordingly, we nust ask you to refrain from
any di sruptive noises or actions in the
heari ng room \Wen presenting information
to the Commi ssion, please turn on a speaker
to the mcrophone, first stating your name
and hone address. Wen you are finished
speaki ng, please turn your m crophone off so
that your m crophone is no | onger picking up
sound and background noi se.

The deci sion of the Comm ssion in
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this case nust be based exclusively on the
public record. To avoid any appearance to
the contrary, the Comm ssion requests that
persons present not engage the nenbers of
the Conm ssion in conversation during any
recess or at any other tine.

The staff will be avail able
t hroughout the hearing to discuss procedural
guestions. Please turn off all beepers and
cell phones at this tine so not to disrupt
t hese proceedi ng.

Wuld all individuals wishing to
testify please rise to take the oath?

SECRETARY SCHELLIN: Pl ease raise
your right hand.

(Wtnesses sworn.)

SECRETARY SCHELLI N:  Thank you.

CHAIR HOOD: At this time, the
Commi ssion will consider any prelimnary
matter. Does the staff have any prelimnary
matters?

SECRETARY SCHELLI N:  Not hi ng
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other than to say that the Applicant has
filed their affidavit of posting and
mai nt enance.

CHAI R HOOD:  kay.

SECRETARY SCHELLIN: And we do
have one request for party status.

CHAIR HOOD: One request for
party status. Let's take up the request for
party status and that request is a
proponent. Wo is that request from M.
Schel I'i n?

SECRETARY SCHELLIN: | lost ny
papers, Andrea --

CHAI R HOOD: Ms. Bagwel | ?

SECRETARY SCHELLI N:  Yes.

CHAI R HOOD: Gkay. | have here
HSA. \What is HSA? Anybody? M. Bagwel |,
do ne a favor.

SECRETARY SCHELLIN: You have to
be on the m ke.

CHAIR HOOD: Cone to the m ke and

the only reason I'mdoing that is | don't
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have it in front of me, but I knowit's HAS
and | just need to know what that is.
That's the only question | need, M.

Bagwel | .

M5. BAGWELL: Yes sir. HS-A

CHAIR HOOD: |'msorry. HSA

M5. BAGWELL: Yes sir.

CHAIR HOOD: Ckay. Could you
tell me what HSA is?

M5. BAGWELL: Yes, HSA is an
acronym for the School Wthout Walls Hone
and School Association. W are a 501C 3
organi zation. W were incorporated May 15,
2000. Qur exclusive purpose is to support
and advance the educational m ssion of the

School Wthout Walls. Wthin that capacity

CHAIR HOOD: Ckay. | saw that,
Ms. Bagwell, and | did see that you all
filed a 501C- 3.

MS. BAGANELL: Yes sir.

CHAIR HOOD: Sonething simlar to

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

10

(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

| i ke when you and | went to school Iike the
PTA, | guess.

M5. BAGWELL: Yes.

CHAIR HOOD: kay. | got you.
That's all | needed, Ms. Bagwell. Thank
you.

M5. BAGWNELL: Thank you.

CHAI R HOOD: Ckay. Col | eagues,
we have a request and as | said, this was
treated as PT. | don't have any objections,
but let ne ask Ms. Watt. Ckay. No
objection, ANC? GCkay. Al right. No
objection. So you're a proponent.

M5. BAGAELL: Thank you very
much.

CHAIR HOOD: M. My, did you
want to --

MR, MAY: | just wanted to

clarify at what point we would be making the

presentation during the course of events
t oni ght .

CHAI R HOOD: At what point?
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MR, MAY: We're a party in
support and when do we get to talk? At what
poi nt ?

CHAIR HOOD: M. My, now you of
all people ask ne that question.

MR MAY: | don't renenber when
there was a party in support in the past.

(Laughter.)

CHAIR HOOD: You will have tine
to cross exam ne.

MR, MAY: I'msorry. W have a
presentation that we would |ike to make. W
just want to know when.

CHAIR HOOD: You're with Ms.
Bagwel | .  Sane.

MR, MAY: Right. Exactly.

CHAI R HOOD: After the ANC.

MR. MAY: Very good. Thank you.

M5. BAGAELL: Thank you.

CHAI R HOOD: Do you know when
that is? GCkay. Good.

(Laughter.)
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CHAIR HOOD: |'m al ready
conf used.

SECRETARY SCHELLI N: Excuse ne,
Madanme Chair.

CHAI R HOOD:  Madane Chair?

SECRETARY SCHELLIN: |'m sorry.
M . Hood.

(Laughter.)

CHAIR HOOD: This is going to be
a |l ong night.

SECRETARY SCHELLIN: So nuch for
t he appreci ation.

CHAI R HOOD: Carol and | | ook
just alike.

SECRETARY SCHELLIN: | know.
It's hard. But | just want to announce t hat
we have to keep to that doorway clear. W're
going to have to shut the door if people are
not going to keep it clear because we w ||
have the fire marshal up here and then it
wll get back to Ms. Mtten.

CHAI R HOOD: Okay. Ms. Dwyer, if

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

13

(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

14

you want to cone up and bring your team up.
So thank you, Ms. Bagwell, and M. May.

M5. DWER  Good evening, M.
Hood.

CHAI R HOOD: Good eveni ng.

M5. DWER:  And nenbers of the
Comm ssion. For the record, Maureen Dwer
with Pillsbury Wnthrop Shaw Pittnman,
counsel for the Applicants. W are pl eased
to be here this evening to present our
proposal for a unique partnership between
two educational institutions. That shows
how each can benefit fromthe sharing of
resources, both programmatic and physi cal
and we are pleased to be here tonight with
t he support of the Ofice of Planning and
the Departnent of Transportation as well as
t he support of many of the people in this
room The programmatic partnership between
School Wthout Walls and GWN has been in
pl ace for nore than 25 years and has

I ncluded facility sharing as well as
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educational and teaching col | aborations.

What is new tonight is the
redevel opnent of their physical facilities
t hrough a PUD and re-zoning that is a w n-
win for both institutions. The school gets
a state-of-the-art facility largely funded
by GWs purchase of the back parking |lot and
unused density rights. GWNgets additional
on- canpus beds by conbi ni ng the back parki ng
lot wwth its existing property

A question has been raised as to
why we're using the PUD process and whet her
It i1s appropriate. The appropriateness of
the PUD process for student housing within a
canpus plan was al ready decided by this
Conmmi ssi on back when it approved the Square
103 project just down the street fromthis
Site.

As you know, the PUD process is
desi gned to encourage high quality
devel opnents that provide significant public

benefits. The benefits of this project are
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numer ous and i nclude the renovation and
noder ni zati on of the Grant School buil di ng,
enhanced programmatic col | aborati on and
historically sensitive nodernization and
addition, inplenentation of street scape
| nprovenents, inplenentation of sustainable
desi gn principles and additional on-canpus
student housi ng.

As you al so know, the goal of the
PUD process is to permt flexibility of
devel opnment and ot her incentives such as
I ncreased buil di ng hei ght and density. In
this case, we are not requesting increased
density or height. Qur 90 foot height and
our 5.29 FAR are |l ess than the matter of
right for the SP zoning. W are requesting
other types of flexibility |like coverage,
rear yard, closed court, penthouse setback
and residential recreation space and these
w Il be addressed by the architects. The
end result is a project that carries out

hi storic preservation and canpus pl anning
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goals with significant public benefits and
aneni ti es.

We al so believe that the
requested SP-2 zoning is appropriate. It is
consistent with current canmpus zoning in the
surrounding area. It is consistent with the
conprehensive plan. It is consistent with
the 1938 Zoning Act. And it is consistent
wth the intent of the District which is a
buffer zone that contains a m x of
rowhouses, apartnents, office and
I nstitution uses at nmediumto high density
I ncl udi ng buil dings of historic and
architectural nerit.

The value in this partnership is
created through the re-zoning. It allows GW
to pay DPCS approximately $12 mllion for
t he purchase of the parking |lot and the
unused density rights that are generated
t hrough the joint PUD and re-zoning.

There is al so precedent for SP

zoni ng on other university canpuses. In a
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case for Howard University in 1992, the
Comm ssi on approved a re-zoning to SP for
many of the sane reasons requested here. In
t hat case, Howard wanted to house 550
students instead of 450 and it needed the SP
zoning in order to maxi m ze on-canpus
housi ng. The Comm ssion found in that case
that the proposed re-zoning furthered the
goal s and policies of the conprehensive plan
by di scouraging university expansion into
residentially zoned areas, allow ng the
university to neet its on-canpus housing
need and permtting a density and height in
keeping with the institutional and other
uses. That sane rational e applies here.
This project is al so consistent
with the planning initiatives of both
Institutions. As M. Brady wll discuss, it
I's consistent wwth the DCPS Masters
Facilities Plan and represents nore than a
decade of planning. It is consistent with

the current 2000 GW canpus pl an which
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specifically identified the site for student
housing. And it is consistent wth the
proposed canpus plan pendi ng before the
Comm ssi on which describes the project's
hei ght, density and proposed use. The
square footage we are requesting tonight is
I ncluded in the overall square footage
outlined in the canmpus PUD and t he beds and
par ki ng provided through this devel opnent
are also included in the university's
proposed canpus plan projects.

We have seven fact and expert
W tnesses this evening. M. Tom Brady w ||
start and he is the Chief Business
Qperations O ficer for D.C. Public Schools,
followed by Sheila MIIs-Harris, Educational
Task Force consultant and the i mmedi ate past
princi pal of School Wthout Walls. She w ||
be followed by the architectural team
I ncl uding Sean O Donnell for the DCPS site
and Chris Graae for the GWsite. They wll

be followed by Andi Adans, the architectura
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hi storian on the project and Jam
M [ anovich, the traffic consultant and the
closing wwtness will be Lou Katz, Executive
Vi ce President and Treasurer for Ceorge
Washi ngton University.

What we have provided to the
Commi ssion, | think you're getting a copy of
right now, are two handouts this evening.
One is a fact sheet that just provides a
qui ck summary of sone of the key infornmation
that the architects and other wi tnesses wll
be di scussing and the other includes
selected exhibits fromour filing and we
sinply pulled these materials together so
that you can easily reference them w t hout
goi ng back to the nore vol um nous prehearing
subm ssions that we have fil ed.

If there are no questions at this
time, I would now ask M. Brady to begin.

CHAIR HOOD: Ms. Dwyer, let ne
just make sure ny coll eagues don't have any

-- W don't have any problens with the
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expert w tnesses you are proffering tonight.
You sai d seven?

M5. DWER  Well, we have seven
W tnesses. W are offering as experts Sean
O Donnell and Chris Graae as expert in
architecture.

CHAI R HOOD: kay.

M5. DWER  And bot h have
appeared before you. Andi Adans as a
architectural historian. She's already been
qualified and Jam M Il anovich has al so been
qualified as a traffic consultant in the
Canmpus Pl an PUD case. So those would be our
four expert w tnesses.

CHAI R HOOD: Ckay. Just give ne
t he nanes agai n because ny list has -- |
have seven.

M5. DWER  We have seven
W tnesses. Only four are experts.

CHAI R HOOD: Yes, seven
W t nesses. (Ckay.

M. DWER: That's correct.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

CHAI R HOOD:  Your experts again
are who?

MS. DWER: Sean O Donnell,
architect for DCPS.

CHAI R HOOD: kay.

M5. DWER  Chris G aae,
architect for GN Andi Adans, architectural
hi storian and Jam Ml anovich, traffic
consultant wth Wl ls and Associ at es.

CHAIR HOOD: Ckay. You are
proffering those as experts. | know a few
of them have been here before. W've
al ready done it. Any objections? M.
Jeffries.

COW JEFFRIES: As long as
t hey' ve been proffered before, let ne add
that | think we're fine.

M5. DWER G eat.

CHAI R HOOD: Have all of thenf
Al four of them have been proffered before.

M5. DWER  Yes. You have not?

CHAIR HOOD: And | think there's
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one.

M5. DWER |'msorry. Sean
O Donnell has not. He's been qualified as
an expert before the H storic Preservation
Revi ew Board, but not before the Zoning
Conmmi ssi on.

CHAI R HOOD: Okay. M. Jeffries,
do you want to ask -- No problem Ckay. W
have a consensus here. They're experts.

M5. DWER  Geat. Thank you.

CHAI R HOOD: kay. You can begin.

MR. BRADY: Thank you. M. Hood.
Comm ssioners. M nane is Tom Brady. |[|'ve
been at DCPS since Novenber of 2004 where |
cane from Fairfax County Public Schools in a
simlar position and it's been ny mssion to
ensure that this partnership which had been
| ong di scussed went forward to both
programmati c and devel opnent el enents cane
to fruition. Next slide please.

First, let ne spend a nonent in

tal ki ng about the School Wthout Walls.
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It's a nontraditional high school with
excel l ent students, a gifted faculty and

I nvol ved parents whom |' m sure you'll hear
fromtonight. The existing facility is in
dire need of repair and the Hone Schoo
Association wll brief you this evening on
how bad that repair is. Next.

Allow ne for a few nonents to
wal k through the public/private partnership.
It's wwth GNVNand it facilitates the
noder ni zati on and expansi on of School
Wthout Walls. The devel opnent partnership
contenpl ates the sale of small parcel DCPS
owned | and to GWwhich is a back parking
lot. In exchange for this land as well as
addi ti onal devel opnent rights that result
fromthe PUD and re-zoning, GNw || pay DCPS
approxi mately $12 mllion.

DCPS w Il use this funding and
ot her DCPS funds to renovate and expand the
G ant School. GWw Il use the newy

acquired |l and and existing GWtennis courts
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to build an undergraduate student residence.
The project before you has
al ready received a variety of approvals.
The partnership has been endorsed by the
School Wthout Walls Local School
Restructuring Team You wll hear fromthe
Home School Association this evening. In
addi ti on, both the DCPS School Board and
Cty Council have approved the project. The
speci fic devel opnent rights and buil di ng
desi gns have recei ved concept approval from
both the Comm ssion of Fine Arts and with
respect to the historical adaptation of the
G ant School, the Hi storical Preservation
and Review Board. Wth your approval, our
plan is to proceed with the building permt
process this spring and bring the new
facilities online in 2009. Next slide
pl ease.
We're systemically in the process
of actioning our master education plan

through a nmaster facility plan that is
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currently being vetted wwth the conmunity
and with the school board. But we intend to
have the high schools as one of the key
focuses of that master facility plan. This
partnership will bring $12 mllion to assi st
us in executing that master facility plan.
Next slide please.

It's been a transparent process.
The plans you see before you today are the
results of a series of neetings and
I ncorporate input froma variety of
st akehol ders. Internal to the DCPS system
a nunber of neetings have taken place in a
variety of fora to include | ocal schoo
reconstructi ng teans, Home Schoo
Associ ation and other in person neetings and
interviews with planners and DCPS and SWV
staff. In addition in March, the DCPS and
GV held a joint open community neeting to
provide information to all interested
comuni ty stakehol ders.

Thank you very nmuch. 1'Il be
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followed by Ms. Harris.

M5. HARRI'S: (Good eveni ng,
menbers of the Zoning Comm ssion. | am
Sheila MIls Harris and | served as the very
proud princi pal of School Wthout Walls
until ny retirenment approxi mately four
nonths ago. | amhere to testify in ful
support of the joint application submtted
by the District of Colunbia Public Schools
and George Washington University that w |
result in the building of a newfacility for
the students and community of the finest
hi gh school in the Washi ngton netropolitan
ar ea.

The school was founded on the
phi |l osophy that educati on becones nore
meani ngf ul when students actively
participate and share in the responsibility
of their own educational growh. At SWVN
this is presented and acconplished through a
humani ti es focused program and an

I nterdi sci plinary approach to | earning.
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Students are provided
opportunities to test and apply theory
I nside the classroom as well as outside of
the classroomw thin the context of the real
world. This comunity as a cl assroom
approach produces students that are
| ndependent, self-notivated and wel | -
prepared to handle the rigors of coll ege.

Usi ng conmunity resources to
enhance and support the educational process
for students is exenplified by the
partnership by the partnership that has
exi sted between SWVand GAU for over 20
years. These institutions have a | ong
hi story of working together for the nutual
benefit of all of their students. SWV
teachers and students have been afforded the
opportunity to attend coll ege courses at no
cost and university students conplete
I nternshi p and student teaching experiences
under the supervision of experienced, expert

educators such as the teaching staff of SWN
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It is a great relationship and it's one that
has focused on providing what both of our
students at both institutions deserve, a
quality, state-of-the-art educationa

experi ence.

The existing partnership between
these two institutions has a | ong-standing
one dating back to 1980. W have shared our
vi sions and m ssions, our respective
facilities, collaborated on best practices
and prograns and wor ked together to provide
SWVteachers with rel evant professional
devel opnment experiences and support.
However, it is nowtine to nove to the next
| evel, bring continuity to our efforts and
create a framework from which these schools
can operate and serve as a nodel for other
part nershi ps between the high schools and
uni versities in general.

As both parties continue to work
feverishly on bringing the building

initiative to fruition, the Programmtic
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Task Force which is conprised of SW GAU
and DCPS Central O fice representatives is
working as well to build on the academ c
structure that has al ready been established
by these two institutions. W have been
wor ki ng for over a year to devel op
I nnovative prograns that support the
educational process for students at both
school s, to devel op synergistic
rel ationships that build on the strengths of
both, to create a nodel of a |earning
community that can serve as an exanpl e and
to jointly seek grants and other funding to
assist in the attai nment of these goals.
The task force neets on a regul ar
basis in the formof commttees that are
focused on curriculum technol ogy and
prof essi onal devel opnment. This effort at
seanl ess education includes strategizing to
bri dge the gap between m ddl e school and
hi gh school and between hi gh school and

col | ege.
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To acconplish this, it becones
critical to continue to support prograns
t hat have been established as a result of
this partnership such as the National Board
Certification Programthat is providing both
financial and academ c support for SWV
teachers who are working towards a nati onal
certification and the Cuilder Lehman Hi story
Hi gh School Program which supports the
hurmani ti es based curricul umthrough the use
of primary source materials integrating
history with literature and the arts. G eat
progress has been nmade in these sessions and
we will continue to coll aborate and work as
cohesive unit to better serve the students
of School Wthout Walls and the CGeorge
Washi ngton University.

In closing, |et nme encourage the
Commi ssion to seize this opportunity to nmake
the nightmares of the existing facility a
di stant nmenory for School Wthout Walls

students both present and to cone and to
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give thema |learning environnent that is the
right of every student in this city, the
capital of the United States and this
country, the | eader of the free world.

Thank you.

MR, O DONNELL: Good eveni ng.
|"m Sean O Donnell. |'man Associate
Principal with Ehrenkrantz Eckstut and Kuhn,
architects of Washington D.C. W're the
design architect for DCPS and the School
Wt hout Walls.

As Ms. Harris and M. Brady have
el oquently described and as you'll hear
t hroughout the evening, School Wthout Walls
Is a great school and house within
facilities that are obsol ete, inaccessible,
too small and suffering fromlong deferred
mai nt enance. However, both the existing
buil di ng and the site have great potenti al
and the conbi nati on of new and old can
create an exciting, unique, high performng

urban | earni ng environnment befittingness
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extraordi nary program

The concept that I'mgoing to
share with you toni ght has been devel oped in
active participation wwth the School of
DCPS, the University, the Conm ssion on Fine
Arts and HPRB as noted before. Both of the
| atter have approved the concept. Next
slide. | guess | have the controls. I'm
dri vi ng.

(Laughter.)

MR, O DONNELL: GCkay. So to
orient you, this is the site in question for
the whole PUD. Currently, outlined in red
in this sort of L shape is the DCPS site.
The area that's highlighted in the red patch
here i s about 8600 square feet of surface
parking currently that woul d be transferred
to the University as part of the MOU under
this process.

So what I'mgoing to tal k about
Is the remaining half acre up here on G

Street between 21st and 22nd which currently
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houses the U shaped G ant School buil ding
which is a historic landmark and its

addi tion which is an L shape surroundi ng the
U-shaped building. The existing building is
about 32,000 gross square feet and nore
roughly we're doubling it under this
proposal. That proposal wll allow the
school to both expand into facilities that
they currently don't have and are deficient
wth and it also will enable themto

I ncrease the capacity from 350 to 440
students should they so desire.

The relief that we're requesting
as part of this application are three things
W th respect to our site, the DCPS site.
That's | ot occupancy which we currently have
at about 87 percent of the site and the
reason we're asking for that relief is to
create the appropriate adjacent seize and
configuration of a school and a | ow scal e
bui | di ng adj acent to the historic | andmark,

a rear yard setback which we've noted here
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in red which ordinarily would be 15 feet and
you can see how that inpacts the current
facilities and you'll see the plans a little
bit later, and also a relief fromthe
pent house set back which currently our
cooling towers are here (Indicating) back in
this quadrant of the site and we're trying
to screen themfrompublic view and this
| ocation we think is optimal to house them
However, wth the two cooling towers that we
have up there, the setback woul d inpact
their ability to be housed in that |ocation.
Before we put pencil to paper on
any design process, we creatively analyzed
the site, the building and the programto
determ ne what the problemis before we
start designing. Then we actually wite out
the design principles that we learn from
that process. These respectfully are the
urban scal e, the renovation and the
educati onal design principles. [|'mnot

going to read through each of them however,
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sone of the key points that are germane to
this conversation this evening are the
freestandi ng nature of the 19th century

G ant School which is different than sone of
the architecture surrounding it, the

I nherent qualities of the Gant School
including its natural |ight and the vol une
of the classroons and the small | earning
community that's fostered by this building
and its setting.

Just to quickly go over sone of
those issues particularly with respect to
the urban context, G Street is fundanentally
different than sone of the other streets in
the academ c districts. |It's |ow scal ed,
retains sone of the quality of the 19th
century environnent that it began as but the
constants are that it's street-wal
architecture wwth a fine grained lot width
and every building is distinct inits
character including varied materials, roof

| ines and they're al so constructed during
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different eras even up to the nodern period
directly across the street from us.

To address this context, |
respect the Grant School and create an
appropriate civic presence for the new
buil ding and its accessible front door. Qur
design allows the Grant School to be
percei ved as freestandi ng by exposing a
corner of the existing building here and the
eastern el evation up past the first w ndow
on that elevation. So perceptually as a
pedestrian, you'll still perceive that
bui |l di ng as freestandi ng.

It al so uses a nodern vocabul ary
to differentiate itself, the addition does,
fromthe historic building to retain the
symretry of the existing building and
respect it by treating it as if it was a
21st century building in a canpus of two
bui |l di ngs next to a 19th century buil di ng.
It al so echoes the context through a

di stinctive roof |ine. Li kew se fromthe
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west, the addition appears freestanding in
this instance and while nodern addition does
make references such as the cornice height
to the Grant School buil ding.

This is a little bit on the
materials palette which is derived both from
the Gant School building and al so from sone
of the adjacent nei ghbors and across the
street. The materials board is actually
behi nd sone of the students over here
(Indicating) and I"mnot going to refer to
It too much. But sonme of the key features
are |linmestone which you see in a
predom nance across the street fromus, also
a blue stone derived fromthe existing stair
on the Grant School. Aside fromtheir use
I n el evational design of the building, the
bl ue stone that you see also wll becone a
hard scape plaza in front of the building
repl acing that kind of severe plaza that's
there and creating anenities for seating and

also inviting entry plaza into the new front
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door, the accessible front door, for the
facility. That blue stone will conme up to a
si dewal k that adheres to the standards for
the academc district and we'll also be
addi ng street trees and other snall
pl anti ngs around the base of the building.
Here you see -- Oops. Excuse ne.
Here you see the L-shaped addition adjacent
to the U shaped Grant School building. The
addition is allowng the Gant School to go
back to do everything that it's good at
which is basically have a classroomin each
guadrant which is connected by kind of
residentially scaled circulation system So
therefore, the L-shaped addition can do
things like this very |arge conmons neeting
area and the other places that the schoo
has never had including science |abs, art
studi os and a nedi a center, also bathroons
on each |l evel and an accessi bl e el evator
that woul d make the building fully

accessi bl e.
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The second floor plan is
substantially |like the ground floor plan in
Its L-shaped configuration. However, the
I nternal space is now just in a bar and this
Is a roof terrace which creates an open
space and concept like this behind the
buil di ng, the first outdoor space that the
school has ever really had for programmatic
use.

The third floor is substantially
| i ke the second fl oor except we're up now
just into the bar of the building. But in
t hese phot ographs, you see sone of the
qualities of the use of the historic
bui | ding and al so the architectural
qualities of the volunme of the classroom
space that we're going to try and retain and
restore in our design process and al so the
I nformal use of circulation within the
bui | di ng which that photograph is occurring
right here that we're trying to enul ate

wthin the new architecture as well to
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foster the culture of the school.

Then finally on the fourth floor
plan is an opportunity to create sonething
really special and we're thinking of it sort
of as a penthouse or a loft environnent for
the nmedia center which is a space not
currently in existence other than in a
cl assroom nodul e for the school. This
vant age point allows us views across the
city again. The School Wthout Walls
nmet aphorically having views across the city
seened to be appropriate for this | ocation.

Thi s di agram shows t he
rel ationship between the two buil dings and
Chris is going to tal k about the residents
hal | shortly, but you see the relationship
of open space and we' ve been working with
Chris and the University to coordinate the
light and air that would still be provided
to our building and this shows you our roof
terrace up here (Indicating) and their

courtyard. Just to clarify that, they are
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not connected and there is no physical
connection or access point between them
It's really an access point for |light and
air to cone through into our building.

And then also of note is that if
you're standing in front of our building,
you can't actually see their building and
that's what that diagramis about.

Then ny final slide is that it's
about hi gh performance design. This is
sonet hing that we endeavor to do in each of
our school projects and |I'mnot going to go
t hrough each of these issues. They're
structured basically around the LEED
criteria and the draft LEED for schools.

But there are sort of things that are

I nherent in these project, Metro accessible,
reuse of the historic building, and the
joint use relationship for exanple that are
I nherently sustainable. But to add on that,
we're also dealing wwth the design. It's

predi cated on access to natural |ight and
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we' re tal king about the use of recycled
materials for various finishes and indoor
air quality and energy conservative are sone
of the things that we're attending to.

Wth that, I'lIl turn it over
Chris G aae.

MR, GRAAE: (Good eveni ng.

Menmbers of the Conmmi ssion -

CHAI R HOOD: Excuse ne. Let ne
just interrupt you right quick, M. Gaae.
Again, |et nme announce that we need to nake
sure that we keep the pathway open. Let's
make sure we | eave our doors open so just in
case we have an energency where we need to
evacuate. So again, | ask you to pl ease
keep the -- | can't seen this one over here.
Is this one bl ocked? W really need you all
to help us out. Let's nmake sure that we
keep themopen. |'mnot sure if the
overflow -- if we have an overfl ow room

PARTI Cl PANT: Can they sit on the

fl oor --
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CHAIR HOOD: Yes. Sure. They
can cone sit on the floor but kind of sit
back so we can have a pathway. Whatever we
do, we need to keep a pat hway because we
don't want the fire marshal to cone and shut
us down. They won't talk about the hard
work but we'll have the reporters in here.
|'"d better not say that.

(Laughter.)

CHAIR HOOD: Let's keep the
pat hway open. You can cone up and sit down
on the floor if need be.

COW JEFFRIES: And for those
peopl e who are standing by the door if you
coul d just pass the nessage on as people
cone late to the neeting just to let them
know that we're trying to keep the doorways
cl ear.

CHAI R HOOD: kay. Sorry, M.
G aae.

MR, GRAAE: No problem

MR GRAAE: WII you add those 30
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seconds to our tine?

(Laughter.)

CHAI R HOOD: Take it off. You'l
get it back.

MR, GRAAE: (ood evening. My
name is Chris Gaae. |'ma principal with
DM) and CGS, the joint venture architectural
firmworking with the University on the
devel opnent of the resident hall portion of
this joint project.

The GW portion of the project
before you today is an undergraduate
resi dence hall that includes 474 beds which
are nostly configured in four person suite
arrangenent offering four single roonms with
shared kitchen, living area and two
bat hroons. The building is approxi mately
192, 000 square feet above grade and
accomodat es about 178 vehicles in three
par ki ng decks bel ow grade.

By providing student housing on

this site, GNis able to provide additiona
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on- canpus housi ng for undergraduates that
both assists the university in maintaining

| ong term conpliance with the canmpus pl an
housi ng conditi on and provi des additi onal

on- canpus beds to replace housing in off-
canpus facilities that GNhas proposed to be
transitioned as a condition of the proposed
Foggy Bottom canpus plan. The buil ding
design is responsive to the comments nmade by
menbers of the community during the
communi ty based pl anni ng process that took
place in the summer of 2005.

The joint plan that Sean referred
to earlier represents obviously both
projects with us to the south of the parce
and the things | think 1'd like to highlight
here are the main canmpus heart is to the
north and east and as we all know peopl e
| i ke to take shortcuts and students don't
want to be late for class. So we're going
to accommodate that by being able to tie a

second maj or access to the building fromG
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Street through the existing pathway that
exists, the interpath that goes north/south
In our block that is quite a busy pathway.
W will either be tying into that this way
(I'ndicating) or potentially that way and
peopl e and students will be able to cone

down and under a passage way into the

central court of the site plan. That all ows

basically obviously two front doors, the

ot her entrance being of course on F Street.
And the interior courtyard as such w |
provide quite a nice, we think, exterior
gathering place for students to enjoy.

The other elenent | point out on
this site plan is we are zoning the service
and parking ranp access |locations to the
eastern end of the site and the service bay
wi || be undercover.

Sonme of the flexibility that
we're requesting in this community as Sean
menti oned, we're obviously |looking for a

rear yard variance. W do share that back
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lot, but | think the thing that | think you
saw W th that section is that we both get
the synergy of that open space for our
courtyard and their rear building is about
basically a story tall. So we really get
effectively together the light and air that
a rear yard would normal |y provide.

The other elenents that we're
| ooking for for relief on are the two side
courts. Technically, these are closed
courts but in actual fact wth the GWowni ng
the 22nd Street townhouses and they only
bei ng about two stories roughly and they
have on contract this parcel, that allows
effectively us to have full light and air on
t hose side yards in any case.

Then lastly the recreation space,
we're |l ooking for relief fromthat and
certainly GWs canpus has plenty of
opportunities for students canpus w de and
specifically actually right across the

street is Anniversary Park, |Is that it,

NEAL R. GROSS

COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

48

(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

whi ch has a PETCO building on it and that's
directly accessi ble and open to the use of
t he students.

The context is simlar to G
Street. As Sean was saying, it's eclectic.
It's diverse. It has tall building and
smal | buil di ngs, nedium buildings, but it is
mai nl y popul ated on F Street with fairly
| arge scal ed buildings. Qur parcel is in
this shot | ooking west is there (Indicating)
and right next to us or just a few doors
down we have Guthridge Hall which is about
an 85 foot tall building and then a series
of mdrise building east of that that are
GAU residences and then imedi ately to the
|l eft here is a GNresidence. Al that's
about a 90 foot building and then there's an
office building and then the State Pl aza
Hotel, all which are | arge 90 foot buil dings
and you can see that fromthe other
di rection | ooking east, our parcel being

right here on the left (Indicating) and that
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being Guthridge Hall. Then across the
street, we have the park that | spoke of.
W have sonme small townhouse context and
then turning the corner just around the
corner, we have another |arge buil ding.
It's about 90 feet that is an office
bui | di ng.

The first floor of our building
Is again, |I'll point out, that courtyard
that students can arrive by going through
t he passageway and that's their entrance to
the main building | obby which is also the
sane | obby that you can get to fromF
Street. The building footprint as |
mentioned earlier is pretty nmuch derived by
an four single nodel and that is essentially
establishing the first floor and works its
way up through the building in a very
consi stent manner.

The residence director's
apartnment is there (Indicating) and that's

the main | obby with sone support spaces.
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The community roomis there and then as |
menti oned earlier, the service and the
garage ranp are to the right.

And then a typical floor plan, I
won't speak too nmuch on this, but again it's
that very typical. That's an apartnent.
That's an apartnent across the way. They're
all basically that nodel that | nentioned
earlier. One of the things that we're
enpl oying here is where you see a |iving
space, the shared living space that is
shared by the four singles typically, we are
expressing that wwth a projecting bay with a
fair bit of glass to open that group space
up nore and of course the bedroons are
smal | er wi ndows.

And lastly in terns of building
aesthetics, this perspective really speaks
to sone of the efforts we've taken to
nodul ate the mass of the building and they
really come in three nmain areas to relate to

t he context that we have on F Street. One
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of the nost significant is that we actually
have a, because of the shape that we have,
the nodified U configuration, we have
actually 12 facades in this building. Each
and every one is getting special attention,
good materials, denonstration where we can
place it. So it's a building designed in

t he round.

The other major thing that we're
doing vertically is we are layering the
building in a rather conditional manner in
the sense that there's a base that kind of
relates to the townhouse level. There's a
m ddl e section and there's a top and we're
al so sort of dropping the shoul ders at
either end of the building again to nodul ate
the mass and we are varying the rooftop |ine
and the cornice line again to give the
buil ding the scale and relationship to the
cont ext .

Then fromthe | ast el enent that

we are working with to nodul ate the buil ding
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I's the building facade and skin by utilizing
t hose bays that project about three feet out
beyond the building line. Those are those
glassy living units that are expressed in
that way and then we are al so doi ng recesses
in the facade and we're |ayering material s.
There's a depth change when we change

mat eri al s.

And | would add we are also in
desi gn devel opnment at this point, so we're
obviously refining quite a few things and
we're trying to address sonme comments to see
I f they gave us when we received the concept
approval back in June.

The street scape anenities, Sean
spoke earlier about that. W're in simlar
plan with the University's Street Scape
Program and we're extending the bricks that
you currently see on that street. W're
provi di ng | andscapi ng opportunities. \Were
we can, we're bringing the | andscape down to

the sidewal k plane. GCenerally speaking,
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we're proposing sone speci nmen trees and
planters to flank the entrance and obviously
street trees and DC gl obal l|ights, street
lights out on the street side.

And lastly, simlar to School
Wthout Walls, we are | ooking to achieve
certain sustainabl e design goals that the
University is very supportive of that we
think wwll utilize energy efficiency, savory
sources and approve the student and the
community life and they really run the
ganbit very simlar to the elenents that
Sean spoke across the various disciplines
and we think that that wll be a significant
contribution to the quality of the building
and the enjoynent of the students. Thank
you.

M5. ADAMS: (Good evening. My
name is Andi Adans. |'man architectura
historian with Pillsbury Wnthrop Shaw
Pittman. As you have seen, the project that

Is the subject of this application is one
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wth two very distinct conponents that nust
respect and respond to two very different
context in the sanme square. | n addi ti on,
the Grant School nust first and forenost be
conpatible with the school building which is
a designated | andmark and you see that on
the right side of your screen there with
sonme parts of the G Street street scape and
@Qut hridge Hall which you saw earlier in the
backgr ound.

The red brick school is three
stories wth a rai sed basenent and features
a distinctive central tower above its G
Street entrance. The school is an integra
conponent of the historical character of the
block and it's consistent with the
architectural paranmeters set by the historic
bui |l di ngs on the bl ock which are generally
defined by tall, three and four story
bui | dings of a range of stylistic
expressions popular in the late 19th and

early 20th century. Consequently, in
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addition, that is conpatible with the
| andmar k school and it's al so conpati bl e
wWith the historic character of the school's
| mredi at e cont ext .

The new residence hall is being
constructed on a vacant lot in a nore
di verse context. The street scape on the F
Street side of the project and square is
much | ess consistent in height and size of
buil di ng than the street scape on G Street.
Its historic character is defined by
rowhouses and | arge apartnent buil di ngs
simlar to those found t hroughout the GW
canpus and t he nei ghborhood and the slide on
the left shows the two rowhouses i medi atel y
adj acent to our site and then CGuthridge Hal
whi ch are both historic, but of very
di fferent scales.

Hi storically, these two buil ding
types have created street scapes of varied
hei ght buildings often with the two and

three story rowhouses i medi ately adj acent
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to tall and large apartnent buil dings from
the early 20th century. Additionally as you
just say, the south side of F Street also is
lined with large scale later 20th century
apartnment and office buil dings.

Both types of historic street
scapes, the nore consistent G Street scape
whi ch you can see in the two m ddl e shots on
the screen and the nore varied F Street
scape, are found throughout the canpus and
Wthin the historic district that is
proposed as part of the University's Canpus
Plan 2006 to 2025. As | nentioned, the
| andmar k Grant School is already subject to
review under the Gty's Hstoric
Preservation | egislation and the H storic
Preservati on Revi ew Board has reviewed the
renovation and addition to the school and
adopted its staff report recomrendi ng
approval of the project.

Al t hough conpatibility with the

proposed historic district is not currently
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Wi thin the Historic Preservation Review
Board's jurisdiction, because of the nature
of the landmark and the attention the
architects paid to the street scape in which
their project fits, the addition is also
conpatible with the character of the
historic district proposed as part of the
new canpus plan. Al so the Conm ssion of
Fine Arts has reviewed the project as a D.C
public building and approved it in concept.
At the Grant School, the project
architects achi eved conpatibility using a
contenporary desi gn vocabul ary which is one
of the accepted approaches to fitting new
construction into the historic context and
the architects for the new residence hall
have taken a sonmewhat nore traditional
desi gn approach and actually before we go to
the next slide, I want to nention Thurston
Hall which is on the left side of the screen
which is a very large and tall apartnent

building that is currently a GNdorm and
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then on the right side the | andmark Lent hal
Houses which were actually noved fromtheir
former location in the late "70s | guess to
the adjacent Strong Hall which is a seven
story, specifically designed residential
hal | for GWand that was deened an
appropriate setting for those | andmark
buil di ngs. So the contrast of heights has
not historically been a problem

The F Street residence hal
continues the pattern of tall buildings next
to smal |l er buildings throughout the canpus
and the nei ghborhood whil e nodeling the
facade and using materials that acknow edge
and reflect its rowhouse nei ghbors. The
Conmmi ssion of Fine Arts has reviewed this
part of the project under the Shipsted-Luse
Act and approved the concept for the
bui | di ng.

Both sites and both projects were
di scussed as part of the University's

presentations to the Historic Preservation
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Revi ew Board on the proposed historic
preservation plan for the canpus plan. Both
sites were specifically addressed as was the
fact that at that tine the residence hall
had al ready recei ved concept approval from

t he Comm ssion of Fine Arts.

As the approvals from both HPRB
and CFA indicate, both parts of the project
are appropriate for their site and as is
usual for concept approvals, the el evations
of both projects will be continued to be
refined as the designs are devel oped and in
accordance with specific requests fromthe
Conmm ssi on and HPRB.

| want to stress that none of
these refinenents will have any fundanent al
effect on the height or the nmass or the
shape of the building. They have nore to do
with specific elenents of the facade such as
the color of the materials, specific w ndow
treatnents, cornice treatnents, which col or

bricks are going to be |located. They wll

NEAL R. GROSS

COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

60

(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

61

not have any fundanental effect on the
desi gn.

The conponent parts of this
project and the project as a whole are
conpatible with their historic context and
Wi th the preservation goals of the H storic
Preservation Plan of the proposed canpus
pl an. Thank you.

M5. M LANOVI CH: Good eveni ng.
My nane is Jam Ml anovich. I'ma Senior
Associate with Wells and Associates. Wells
and Associ ates was retained to conduct the
transportation inpact study for the subject
application. The study evaluated the four
mai n i ntersections surroundi ng the proposed
site including 21st Street and G Street,
21st Street and F Street, 22nd Street and G
Street and 22nd Street and F Street. The
study al so eval uated three existing
driveways in the site vicinity as well as
t he proposed driveway on F Street. Next

sl i de.
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As shown in this slide, the
existing |levels of service at each of the
study intersections is currently at on
overall level of service A or Bwth the
exception of the 21st Street/G Street
I ntersection which currently operates at an
overall level of service C during the PM
peak hour.

As shown in this slide, the
circles represent signalized intersections.
The octagons represent the unsignalized
I ntersections. | would also note that at
the intersection of 22nd and F Street DDOT
recently installed a traffic signal.
However, that traffic signal is not yet
oper ational .

The proposed redevel opnent is
anticipated to be a very nodest trip
generator. The proposed expansion of the
School Wthout WAlls woul d generate an
addi tional 25 a.m peak hour trips or one

vehicle every 2.5 mnutes and an additi onal
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six p.m peak hour trips or one vehicle
every ten mnutes. An additional 29 a.m
peak hour trips or one vehicle every two

m nut es woul d use the proposed parking
structure under the residence hall during
the a.m peak hour. An additional 30
vehi cl es or approxi mately one vehicle every
two minutes woul d use the proposed parKking
structure during the p.m peak hour.

In ternms of the inpact that this
additional traffic would have on the study
area, during the a.m peak hour, the
proposed expansi on and the proposed
resi dence hall devel opnent woul d account for
approxi mately one percent of the traffic at
any given intersection wth the exception of
the 22nd Street/F Street intersection where
devel opnment with traffic would account for
approxi mately six percent of the total
traffic. During the p.m peak hour, the
proposed devel opnent woul d account for |ess

than four percent of the traffic at any
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gi ven intersection.

To further illustrate the inpact
of the proposed devel opnent on the study
area, these next two slides show the
projected | evel of service under conditions
w t hout the proposed devel opnent and under
conditions with the proposed devel opnment.
As shown here, nost of the study
I ntersections would continue to operate at
an overall level of service A or B wthout
t he proposed devel opnent, again the one
exception being 22nd Street and G Street
whi ch woul d operate at a | evel of service C
during the p.m peak hour.

And as shown in the next slide,
the overall |levels of service with the
traffic generated by the proposed
devel opnents woul d remai n unchanged duri ng
both the a.m and p.m peak hours. They
woul d continue to operate at an overal
| evel of service A or B, again the exception

being 21st Street and G Street. The
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proposed devel opnment therefore would have a
negligi bl e i npact on the operation of the
study area.

MR, KATZ: Good evening. M nane
Is Lou Katz. |'ve been with GNsince
approxi mately 1990. George Washi ngton
Uni versity has been | ocated in Foggy Bottom
nei ghbor hood since 1912. Qur location in
Foggy Bottomis key to our m ssion and
critical to our success. It helps us
attract outstandi ng students, faculty and
staff to the university and shapes sone of
our nost successful academ c, research and
clinical prograns.

Li ke the School Wthout Walls by
capitalizing on our |ocation and the vast
resources of the District, GNdelivers an
educational experience that is distinctive
and rewardi ng. The GNexperience i s one
that occurs both inside and outside the
cl assroom both within and beyond GW s

canpus boundari es.
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When President Trachtenberg
arrived at GV nearly 20 years ago, he had a
vision of creating a world class partnership
with the School Wthout Walls, a vision of
two institutions that truly coll aborated
sharing resources and know edge, a
partnership that capitalized on a shared
educational mssion as well as a physical
proximty.

School Wthout Walls and GW have
been in partnership since 1980 and during
this tinme, we've capitalized on many
opportunities to expand the partnership.
The opportunity before us today is one that
has been contenpl ated for many years and
today we aimto seize the speci al
opportunity to strengthen the partnership
t hrough this joint devel opnment plan that
hel ps us neet the facility needs of both
or gani zati ons.

GW s devel opnent under this PUD

as you' ve previously heard wll be an
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under graduat e student residence hall

Devel oping a living, |earning community on
the Foggy Bottom canpus is a key el enent of
our overall strategy for undergraduate
education. Housing students on our canpus
Is al so of great inportance to the
surroundi ng nei ghborhood and therefore is a
requi renent under the existing and proposed
Foggy Bottom canpus plans and we are
committed to remain in conpliance with this
requi renent.

Thi s residence hall woul d both
hel p us maintain conpliance and al so provide
as additional on-canpus undergraduate
housi ng to replace off-canpus facilities
that we have commtted to transition as a
condition of the proposed canpus pl an.

This site is identified for
residential devel opnent in the existing and
proposed canpus plans. As a university,
we're commtted to creating this |iving,

| earni ng community that |'ve referenced and
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w Il continue to upgrade and expand our on-
canpus housing i nventory.

| ndeed, GWcoul d accommpdate this
housi ng el sewhere on its canpus, but this
site offers a unique opportunity to not only
del i ver on-canpus housing but also to work
with DCPS to inprove the School W thout
Walls. This is the only |ocation where GW
and DCPS coul d execute a devel opnent
agreenent that provides GWw th | and and
addi tional density rights generated through
the PUD and re-zoning creating value for the
Uni versity that allows us to pay DCPS
approximtely $12 mllion. Providing
housing on this site also allows us to
preserve other sites on canpus and i ncl ude
these as part of the proposed historic
district, many of which were originally
proposed for residential devel opnent.

In closing, the devel opnent
proposed in this PUD accommbdat es the space

needs of both institutions, provides the
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District and the community wth inportant
benefits and anenities and all ows the

Uni versity and the School Wthout Walls to
expand their existing partnership into a
truly world class partnership, both
programmatically and froma facilities'
perspective, one that is a nodel for other
institutions in the District and throughout
the nation. Thank you.

M5. DWER  The slide that you
are seeing is just a summary slide of the
numer ous project benefits and anenities that
the w tnesses have discussed and | won't go
t hrough each one of those individually.

| would like to point out that in
terns of inplenmentation of street scape
| nprovenents this application not only
I ncl udes the street scape imediately in
front of the buildings but for the entire
| ength of that block. So it includes the
north side of F Street for the entire length

and the south side of G Street. All of
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Square 80 on both of those street frontages
woul d i nclude a street scape plan in keeping
with the overall canpus street scape plan.

As the w tnesses have descri bed,
this project acconplishes a nunber of
| nportant goals for the District and the
Uni versity and does so through a
historically sensitive devel opnent. In
order to accommodate the program for both
Institutions, we are requesting this joint
PUD wth re-zoning and we are al so
requesting the flexibility as Andi Adans
mentioned to respond to Historic
Preservati on Revi ew Board and CFA i ssues as
we conplete the final permt process and
that conpletes our presentation with tine to
spare. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

CHAI R HOOD: Must have done a
good job. You got an appl ause.

M5. DWER  Thank you.

CHAIR HOOD: Anyway, |let ne say
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this first to Ms. Harris. That's very
adm rabl e of you to cone back and you've
been retired for four nonths. That says a

| ot about your comm tnent.

(Appl ause.)

CHAI R HOOD:  You know | don't
think -- | didn't say that to give her a
round of applause. | know she appreciates

that, but we don't have any denonstrati on.
W're sort of like the Gty Council. W
don't denonstrate in the audience. So if
you all could hold your applause, | would
appreciate it.
Let nme ask this though, M.

Brady. | think you nentioned this earlier
about the school board had to vote on this
transfer. W has to vote on the transfer

of the land? How is that going to happen

and getting to ny question, if that does not

happen, will this deal go forward?

MR. BRADY: City Council has

fully supported the transfer of the |land as
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has the school board.

CHAIR HOOD: So basically that's
been done.

MR. BRADY: Correct.

CHAIR HOOD: Okay. All right.
|"'mgoing to open it up and let ny
col | eagues go first. | have a few
questions, but they nmay be asked unl ess you
all want ne to go first. Conm ssioner
Jeffries.

COW JEFFRI ES: \Whoever wants to
answer this, it's about the parking, perhaps
the architect. I'mjust trying to get ny
hands around, arns around, the parKking.
There's existing parking for the School s
Wthout Walls. Correct? And you' re not
going to replace that onsite, but you're
going to provide, the University, wll
provi de parking at sone other |ocation. By
provi di ng those parking spaces for Schoo
Wthout Walls in sonme other |ocation wthin

GWN are you in fact |essening the nunber of
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par ki ng spaces that are available at G |
guess I'mtrying to nake certain

understand if there's a nunber here that |'m
not getting.

MR KATZ: W are going to -- As
part of MOU, we would be providing parking
for the School Wthout Walls in other
parking facilities at the University. Wat
we' re tal king about is 30 parking spaces
that are included in the MU that woul d be
provi ded at no expense and then there is an
addi ti onal 15 parking spaces that if they
need it they can be purchased at the rate
that we charge faculty and staff and what
we're doing is on this site we're going to
be addi ng 178 bel ow grade parki ng spaces,
al t hough the parking that they be getting
woul d not be in this facility since this is
a residence hall. W wll be adding spaces
at that location and we will be able to
accommodat e the 30 parking spaces plus the

possi bly additional 15 within our overall
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par ki ng i nventory.

COW JEFFRIES: |'mjust trying
to make certain that |I'mclear on -

(O f the record comments.)

MR KATZ: [|I'msorry. Lou Katz.

COW JEFFRIES: GCkay. So no.
So truly the 30 parking spaces are going to
be replaced. Your point is that they're
going to be relocated. They're going to be
provided to the school at another |ocation.
But by doing that, you're not reducing the
I nventory of parking spaces.

MR. KATZ: No, in fact there
woul d be a net gain of parking spaces
t hrough this devel opnent.

COW JEFFRIES: Ckay. Thank
you.

MR. KATZ: Thank you.

CHAI R HOOD: Anybody el se?

COW PARSONS: M. Chairnman, |
just wanted to congratulate M. O Donnel

and his teamon the revision to the addition

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

75

whi ch | expressed concern about at the |ast
meeting, but | assune you've had a | ot of
advice and | don't want to give anynore.
You' ve done a fine job.

MR. O DONNELL: Thank you.

CHAIR HOOD: M. Turnbull.

COM TURNBULL: | just had -- |
wanted to ask either M. Katz or soneone
fromthe -- | just wanted to review, this
relates to the density issue and the current
pl an which you're | ooking for a 20 year PUD
for the canpus. If I'mnot m staken, the
current PUD for the canmpus shows the density
going toward the mddle. This is sort of
still toward the periphery? Toward the
edge?

MR, KATZ: That is correct and
the reason that it is |located on this site
and that is what we're trying to -- the
poi nt that we're nmaking. By building on
this site, this allows us to continue the

partnership wwth the school, at |east the
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facility part of it. It does not inpact
directly the progranmmatic partnership, but
this would allow us to transfer
approximately $12 mllion to DCPS so that
t hey can nove ahead the renovation and
addition to the School Wthout Walls.

Like | said, we could build this
el sewhere. In fact, you could build this by
our current canpus plan -- If we didn't buy
the parking |lot and the additional
devel opnent rights on the current canpus
plan, it would allow us to build a 90 foot
buil ding on the |l and that we already own.

It would not be as big a site and so we
coul d not accommopdate as many beds on this
site. Wiat this allows us to do is to

I ncrease the nunber of beds, not increase
the height to the building.

Qoviously the floor plate of the
bui | di ng woul d be bigger. W would be able
to accommodate the parking on this site

because with a bigger floor plate, you can
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do the parking nore efficiently than what we
do. But beyond the allowing us to transfer
noney to the DCPS for the redevel opnent of
the School Wthout Walls, it allows to
preserve other sites that were already
designated in our canpus plan to use as
residential .

So again, in concept, it's the
sane principles that we're using in our
overall canpus plan to concentrate the
devel opnment in specific sites. The one
di fference and you are picking up on it
correctly is on the periphery and it's not
at the core of the canpus. But | would add
what is |located around us is predom nantly
properties that we already own and use.
There are | believe three townhouses across
the street that we do not own. The rest of
It used by the University. And the 90 foot
hei ght is consistent with what else is al ong
on F Street. It's not obviously consistent

Wi th the heights of the townhones.
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COM TURNBULL: Are all the
rowhouses on 22nd Street?

MR. KATZ: Those are -- Al of
them are owned by the University except for
one which is a fraternity and that's cl oser
to G Street.

COW TURNBULL: Ckay.

MR, KATZ: On 22nd Street.

COM TURNBULL: You know and |
think that obviously the partnership is one
of the nost admirable things that | know we
have. |I'mjust going back to -- | don't know
how many sessions we've had. W've had five
sessions that went for four to five hours.
W went hone at 1:00 a.m

MR, KATZ: W have one nore to
go.

COM TURNBULL: | know. | guess
we had a |l ot of very positive and agai nst.
W had a lot of pro and we had a | ot of
comrents fromthe nei ghbors about density

and i ssues with just nei ghborhood issues,
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people with their cars being trashed and a
| ot of citizens that were outraged. |'m
just wondering. |Is this going to aggravate
the problen? Are we going to have nore --
Is our final session going to be a heated
debate with a | ot of neighbors who are just
very concerned about the nei ghborhood not
bei ng a good nei ghbor?

MR, KATZ: | think obviously the
nei ghbors are going to speak for thensel ves,
but from what we've been hearing fromthe
majority of the conmmunity in Foggy Bottom
they are in support of this project. They
may not |ike -- There are certain aspects of
it relative to whether this counts wthin
the overall aggregate of the canpus. But as
far as the -- It's consistent wth what
we've build along F Street and the thing
that we've, including the residence hall
just opened this year which is 90 feet is
t he next bl ock over.

What we have done to help
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accommodat e this though and we did hear this
fromthe comunity neetings is to provide
anot her entrance for the residence hall and
by creating the courtyard at the back side
of this building and have that be closer to
where the majority of their classes wll be
and that we're going to create other
courtyards within that square, we believe
the majority of the students will use that
entrance of the building and we w |
encourage themto do. And again, that we
believe will help alleviate concerns of the
nei ghbor hood.

So we've tried to be as
responsive as we can on this site. The
fundanental issue if we want to do at | east
t he devel opnent part of the partnership with
the School Wthout Walls this is the only
site we could do it on and that's literally
why we're here today which is the question
Comm ssi oner Hood asked us at the very

begi nning of this process.
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COM TURNBULL: He's m | es away.
He's reading. | guess the only other thing
| have is --

CHAIR HOOD: | was going to ask
t hat one tonight too.

COM TURNBULL: M only other
comrent | think is | can see you tweak the
sustainability features. Define those a
little bit nore. A lot of themare very
general in here and I'd like to see them
just tweaked a little bit nore.

MR, KATZ: Ckay.

COM TURNBULL: Thank you.

MR. KATZ: Thank you.

CHAIR HOOD: M. G aae, you
mentioned, | think it was Slide 33, that you
still had to tie in, | guess, the access to
the -- Sorry. Didn't get a chance to get to
the table.

MR, CGRAAE: Your question again.
" msorry.

CHAI R HOOD: You nentioned, in
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sone of your presentation, Slide 33, page
33, about you're still working on how things
are going to tie on. At what point wll you
nail that down?

MR GRAAE: Well, what | think
what | was trying to say is we're in a
desi gn devel opnment stage which is stil
where you're refining things and we are
still in the process of addressing sone of
the comments that the Conmm ssion of Fine
Arts gave us and we know we wi Il be going
back to them for approximtely at the end of
t he design devel opnent phase. So it's
really nore in the area of finishes and
details and colors of materials basically.
| don't think there's anything particularly
signi ficant about the buil ding design that
we woul d anti ci pate changi ng.

CHAI R HOOD: kay. Ms. Dwyer,
"' m not sure who can answer this, but I
t hought it was 23rd and I'mlooking and it's

22nd Street. Those townhones al ong 22nd
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Street, what's going on there? W0 owns
t hose t ownhones?

MR, KATZ: The University owns
t hose t ownhouses.

CHAIR HOOD: Al of thenf

MR, KATZ: Between F and G on
22nd Street except for one townhouse which
I's owned and occupied by a fraternity. W
own all of the other townhones al ong 22nd
Street.

CHAI R HOOD: Okay. Ms. Dwyer,
you alluded to this. Thank you. M. Dwyer,
you alluded to this in your opening comrent,
but 1'mgoing to ask you agai n because | see
It here in the ANC submttal. It talks
about trying to achieve the FAR of 6.0 at
R5E and you nentioned why. And | saw in your
submttal the reason you nentioned it, you
wanted to -- because it doesn't go agai nst
your aggregate.

M5. DAWER  That's correct.

CHAI R HOOD: Coul d you expl ain
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that to ne so | can understand it?

M5. DWER  Certainly. As you
know for university canpuses, al
residentially zoned property i s subject to
the aggregation rule. So if you have an FAR
cap of 3.5 for the entire canpus, al
residential property cones within that.

In order for the university to
pur chase sonet hing from DCPS, the property
has to conme out of the aggregation rule.

O herwi se, the university is essentially
buying it fromitself and there's nothing to
pay DCPS. | was trying to think of a sinple
expl anation for this and when you're in
court, you're trying to think of these easy
exanpl es.

The only thing | can think is
you' re soneone and they tell you you can
only have ten oranges, but you can have as
many apples as you want. And sonebody wants
to sell you two nore oranges and you say |

can buy the two oranges fromyou but then I
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have to give away two that | have because
I"'mlimted to just ten. But if you sell ne
an apple, | can have as many as | want.

And that's kind of what we're
doing here. W're trying to take the
property out of the aggregation rule, create
the SP zoning which allows it to be
purchased by GN It doesn't count wthin
the canpus FAR They don't have to give up
sonet hing el se around their canpus. And
that's the only way for the MOU and the deal
to worKk.

So the SP zoni ng makes sense from
that perspective. | said it nmakes sense
because it's consistent with the zoning on
t he campus, consistent with the conp pl an,
consistent with what's done wth other
universities and it's a win-win for both of
the institutions.

CHAIR HOOD: Ckay. Thank you,

Ms. Dwer. M next question is to the

architect for the dormand I forgot who it

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

was. M. Gaae. Ckay. Wen | |ook at, and
| forgot its nunber, a different rendering,
see | |l ook at nost of the rendering. It
| ooks as though School Wthout Walls, both
it's 90 feet and the dormis 90 feet, but it
| ooks to nme in the pictures that the --
Maybe | should | et one of ny coll eagues who
are architects ask this question, but |'m
going to ask it. It looks |like to ne that
the dormis nuch higher than the Schoo
Wthout Walls and is that the reason -- Is
that because |'mlooking at it fromthe
ground up? O is it 3-D? O why does it
| ook like that to ne?

M5. DWER M. Hood, | can
per haps have Sean to address that because
t he height of the School Wthout Walls is
taken to the height of the tower. So that's
why it's listed as 89 feet, but it's not in
reality that full height.

MR. O DONNELL: That's correct

and what you're seeing here, at the very top
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of the exit steamtower is just under 89
feet. So that's the reference for us. Qur
building is 72 feet up to the top of the
media center and then it gets [ ower from

t here.

CHAIR HOOD: Ckay. So the School
Wthout Walls building is going to be 72
feet.

MR. O DONNELL: To the top of the
roof of the nmedia center is approximately 72
feet above the curb |ine.

CHAIR HOOD: And the tower gives
it the 89.

MR, O DONNELL: Yes.

CHAI R HOOD: Gkay. That's all
the questions | have. Are there any other
questi ons?

COW PARSONS: M. Chairman, |'m
alittle concerned about the specificity and
the | ack of specificity. | nean in a PUD
circunstance we're pretty sure what the

finishes are going to be, what the | andscape
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plan. The | andscape plan for here like on
page 38, | believe, it's very sketchy. It
has no specifics as to what wll be planted
and maybe | could ask. Wen is your next
round with the Comm ssion of Fine Arts? |Is
t here anyway we can get nore into our
records so that it will be nore in keeping
wi th our standard approvals of PUDs?

M5. DWER |If | could just
address that. W have the building
materials here to show you, the palette of
colors. The problemis to go back to CFA
and HPRB for final approval we need to have
the zoning approval in place. So it's kind
of a Catch-22, but the architects brought
the materials to show you and it's the sane
| evel of detail that we provided for the
Square 103 PUD which al so went back to the
Conmmi ssion of Fine Arts.

COM PARSONS: All right.

M5. DWER  So we are happy to

provide you with at |east a range of the
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materials and the colors if you would |ike
to see those.

COW JEFFRIES: Actually,
Comm ssi oner Parsons, that was going to be
ny question. | was a little concerned about
the materials at |east on the dorm | was
going to ask that question as follow up.

COM PARSONS: Al right. &
ahead.

MR GRAAE: W have sone sanple
boards that actually are a little conceal ed
right now W'Ill bring those up and we can
get nore specific about the prelimnary
materials that we've sel ected.

As far as | andscape material, we
haven't gotten that far but we certainly
wll be giving it a lot of thoughtful
consideration in terns of the street scape
plant material. R ght now, we're just
conceptual | y proposi ng where the plantings
are and where the paved surfaces are and

sort of conceptually what our thoughts are
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in terns of the planter, the raised tree
planters on either side flanking the
entrance and the fact that the | andscaped
area is sort of at the sidewal k plane as
opposed to alternatively being raised up in
a planter bed with a wall around it.

CHAIR HOOD: Ms. Dwer, M.
Parsons is --

M5. DWER W can provide nore
I nformation on the planting and materi al s.

CHAI R HOOD: Yes, we need --

M5. DWER  We can do that for
t he record.

CHAI R HOOD: Ckay. Good. W
need t hat.

MR, GRAAE: And we think we'll be
at CFA again sonewhere in the next nonth and
a half, tw nonths, sonewhere in that tine
peri od.

MR. O DONNELL: This is sonething
t hat CFA and HPRB have both expressed

Interest in as well and we've been studyi ng
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it fairly closely. But to just quickly go
over the | andscape, our --

COMW JEFFRIES: You're talking
about SWAP

MR. O DONNELL: Yes. Can you
hear me? This is just for the School
Wthout Walls, but again our materi al
palette for the paver is derived fromthese
two blue stones essentially and this woul d
conplinent the standard red brick sidewal k
that woul d be the standard for the acadenic
district established by the university.

COW JEFFRIES: Yes. How does
the blue stone conpare to |like a flagstone?
What's the difference?

MR. O DONNELL: The blue stone is
a conventional material that's used in urban
environnments up agai nst brick buildings all
the tine.

COMW JEFFRIES: But it's pretty
dur abl e.

MR, O DONNELL: Absolutely.
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COW JEFFRIES: Does it wear?

MR, O DONNELL: [|'ve lived in
Br ookl yn before noving here for exanple and
in front of rowhouses in Brooklyn, blue
stone has lasted for over a century.

COW JEFFRI ES: Ckay.

MR, O DONNELL: Any ot her
guestions on the palette?

COW JEFFRIES: No, ny questions
were around the elevations of the dorm |
wanted to | ook at those materials, but if
there are any nore that you need to add as
It relates to | andscapi ng. Comm ssi oner
Parsons, is there anything el se or are you
just going to wait until the record?

COM PARSONS: Well, |'"mjust
hopi ng we can get a | andscape plan wth sone
specificity.

M5. DWER Yes, we will file a
| andscape plan for the record.

COW PARSONS: The courtyards

and so forth.
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MS. DWYER: Yes, with all of the

detail and if there's two alternate plan

types, we'll indicate which two are being
considered. But we'll provide that detai
for you.

COW PARSONS: Geat, and the
Si zes.

M5. DWER  Yes, the sizes and
all of that information.

MR GRAAE: Did you want ne to go
over building material s?

COW JEFFRIES: Yes, | would. |
would i ke you to do that.

MR GRAAE: Ckay.

COW JEFFRIES: M concern just
so you know, | think there is sonme definite
| nprovenent on the architecture, but you
know the residential hall building can | ook
rather nonolithic and | see that you' ve
tried to carve it up a bit and nmake it not
| ook as nonolithic, but | think the

materials are really critical. So | just
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wanted to make sure | was clear about what |
was | ooking at because this illustration,
the colors | ook somewhat ani mated and | know
that's not exactly how they're going to

| ook.

MR, CGRAAE: That's a fair
critique. Sonetines these 3-D nodeling are
difficult to get the colors exactly the way
you would like to envision themand this is
our prelimnary board at this point. W're
proposing for the base, the red brick base,
here (I ndicating) that sort of relates to
t he adj acent townhouses on either side. 1In
our case, we're proposing a snooth-faced
brick that has an iron spot init and it has
sonme variegation of color to give it a
little brightness.

And t hen above that in the
m dsection which is this sort of tannish
color rightfully not as well rendered as it
m ght be, and that's this simlar famly of

brick that's snooth with the iron spot.
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Again, that has a sort of a reference to
@Quthridge which is a simlar kind of a
bri ck.

COW JEFFRIES: |Is that nore
| i ke bl onde kind of brick?

MR GRAAE: Well, it's a warmtan
| guess you would call it.

COW JEFFRIES: Al right.

MR, CGRAAE: We're trying out sone
of the tonality in the base and yet not
contrast it too nmuch. That was the comment
we got from CFA. And then we have the
precast above which is the top part of the
building to sort of the lighten the visual
wei ght of the buil ding.

COW JEFFRIES: Now that's
I nteresting because it |ooks gray in the
drawi ng, the illustration, and that | ooks
more warm

MR. GRAAE: Yes, and that's
really where we want to go.

COW JEFFRIES: Yes, absolutely.
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That's nuch better

MR, GRAAE: And then our w ndow
fram ng systens are sort of this lighter
gray. Elenents that are up in the cornice
line and things |like that are that gray and
then we're | ooking at the possible
enbel I i shnment of the spandrel glass. This
Is the typical glass. This is the paver
that's sort of the standard street scape
paver. | don't have -- W're not going to
be using the blue stone on our F Street
because that just wll continue down with
t he bri ck.

COW JEFFRIES: Right. And
you're in the DB phase. So | know you're
| ooki ng at sone further refinenents. But
any thoughts that you can share with us as
to particular details that m ght be part of
the refinenent of the elevation or are you
dealing with floor plan?

MR GRAAE: Well, certainly floor

plan will be one of the refining el enents
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right now, but | would say things |ike how
we detailed the curtain wall system and how
the alum numis handl ed, the way in which

t he spandrel gl ass because we have a
spandrel piece there at each floor |ine, how
we nodul ate that glass and treat that.

COW JEFFRIES: R ght.

MR, CGRAAE: We'll be evaluating
details of how the cornice is designed and
detailed. Al those elenents are that
desi gn devel opnent that we're going through
ri ght now.

COW JEFFRIES: Ckay. Thank
you.

CHAI R HOOD: Any ot her questions?

COVW TURNBULL: M. Chairnan, |
want to ask M. Graae on those finishes. On
the precast up on that top |evel, what size
-- It looks fairly nonolithic. Are those
panel s? |s there sone type of scoring?

What are you | ooking at?

MR. CGRAAE: Yes, there certainly
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will be. There has to be. O course, the
joints and that is a refinenent again.
That's probably on that |ist of things that
we need to further refine. W're studying
that right now W're dealing in large
details of how the precast wll work and
profiling and reveals in vertical and

hori zontal joint |ines.

COM TURNBULL: Ckay. Maybe |
can ask just M. O Donnell in sonme of the
finishes for the school addition. Wen M.
Adans was tal king, she was tal king about
conpatibility and |I'mjust |ooking back at
the el evation on the prospective on the
same, on slide 43 which it |ooks like the
building is nore conpatible with the
bui | di ngs across the street rather than with
the school. | nean | get a flavor that it's
trying to match nore of them |It's actually
trying to match sonme of the dorns.

MR O DONNELL: Well, with
respect to what it's trying to match, it's
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sonet hing that we've actually actively

di scussed with HPRB and part of their

encour agenent was we did have a red brick
initially as the material and | ower

| i mestone which is where we're noving now
and they encouraged us to differentiate the
bui |l di ng through the design so that again it
appears nore as though it's the neighbor to
the building and not an addition, a part,
onto that building. So it's sonething we've
been endeavoring to do.

Again, the materials that we're
drawn, the distinctions between while the
rendering quite simlar in the palette, the
materials are quite different. Chris is
using brick predom nantly. W' re using
| i mestone as the base masonry. So once --

COM TURNBULL: Is that again
not a nonolithic use of it? Are you using
bi g panel s? Smaller panels?

MR. O DONNELL: The panels, again

all sort of joint team there are sone
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t hi ngs that HPRB has asked us to | ook at and
So we're not quite there on it. But

| i mestone panels are typically a | arger
nodul e than brick and the use of it is
fairly slender actually. It's just sort of
L- shaped w apping the brick. But you also
see here we're also exploring this wall here
(I'ndicating) which is clearly in the public
domain and that may very well becone that

sane material. Again, this was one of the -

COM TURNBULL: VWhich material?

MR O DONNELL: It nay nove to a
| i mestone or whatever that final finish
material is and these are again questions
that HPRB has asked of us to cone back. But
again, we're looking at |inmestone because
It's derived fromthe G Street context and
there are brick and |inmestone buil di ngs
repeating up and down G Street in front of
our bui |l di ng.

COM TURNBULL: Ckay. Thank
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you.

MR GRAAE: Comm ssioner, |I'd
just like to add to your concerns on the
precast. | think there are certainly a | ot
of reference points on how precast is being
handl ed by GWrecently. There is Square 103
and there is Square 43, the lvory Tower.
Those are good nodels to look at in terns of
certainly the kinds of ways in which we'l]l
handl e precast because there's a | ot of
simlarity to those buil dings.

COW TURNBULL: Yes, and maybe
It's just too early. It looks kind of
cartoonish now and it just has a feeling
that it's Gotham Cty type, sonething
strange happening and | just hope that
there's a sensitivity toit. | don't want
to make light of it, but | just worry about
the feeling, the character, of what that
| ooks |ike. Thank you.

CHAIR HOOD: Ms. Ml anovich. You

had a question? Go ahead. You can go.
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COMW JEFFRIES: The only thing

that | wanted to add. | thought
Conmmi ssi oner Hil debrand, | appreciated your
-- Hldebrand, I'msorry.

CHAIR HOOD: M. Hil debrand.

COW JEFFRIES: |'msorry.

CHAI R HOOD: You're goi ng back.

COW JEFFRIES: M. Turnbull.
It's all the Architect of the Capital.

COM TURNBULL: Can | use that?

COW JEFFRIES: Don't. But | do
appreci ate, Comm ssioner Turnbull, your
catch around this whole notion of this part
of the canpus plan being sonewhat of a
carve-out fromthis whol e up-not-out
approach in terns of keeping the density
nore to the center of canpus and | eaving the
paraneter | ower scale and so forth. But
that this is sonewhat of a carve-out and
obviously there are a |l ot of reasons for
that, econom c which is not part of our

jurisdiction, but so noted. | just thought
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that -- | appreciate you catching that. So
" m Il ooking forward to sone of the
comrentary fromthe residents.

MS. DWER. M. Jeffries, if |
could say that this site was called out in
the prior canpus plan for housing at this
| ocation and one of the things we can't do
Is we can't nove the School Wthout Walls.
It is where it is. So we have to take the
parking lot where it is and work with the
school to create a devel opnent that works
for both parties. But this is the only
project that is the exception to the rule
about concentrating the density in the core
of the canpus.

COMW JEFFRIES: But |'mjust
dealing with the purity of your plan in
terns of nmaking the statenent that there is
a carve-out. | got you in terns of the
basi c structure.

CHAIR HOCD: Ms. M| anovich, |

don't really have a question. Wll, yeah,
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do have a question and I'Il try not to tie
Into other cases wth other cases and to
carve out this piece and that piece but
we're dealing wth the canpus plan and |
don't want to bring into this but in the
same area and |'m | ooking here at the |eve
of services at these intersections and |
know it's a block away. | think we've

tal ked about a block or two away and the
nost of the | evel of service being in sync,

but is this realistic?

| understand that it will be this

whet her this devel opnent noves forward or
not, staying the sane except wth one
specific intersection. But typically in
that circunstance, nost of the |evels of
service where C and D. Now here | amtwo
weeks later and nost of the |evels of
services are A and B. |s there sonething
about |evels? Mybe | just don't get it.
Maybe | just need to stop asking questions

about traffic or what is the magi c hat and
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the rabbit. Maybe | just need to do that
because |' m thoroughly confused how two
bl ocks away we can get A and A and |'m
| ooking for C and D and now | see whet her
this devel opnent goes forward and nmaybe |
just don't understand. Can you help ne?
M5. M LANOVICH  Well, these
I ntersections were al so evaluated as part of
the canpus plan study and there are severa
I ntersections in the canpus plan that are
operating at Cand D. This area is, |
guess, we'll say operates slightly better
than sone of the adjacent intersections that
are busier and have different intersection
controls and different |ane configurations.
| woul d al so note that we've done
updat ed counts. The canpus plan had counts
that were conducted at a couple of different
time periods, but the counts that are used
in this study were done in Septenber of ~05.
So this is realistic and this is an area of

the canmpus that's not as congested as sone
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of the other areas that were show ng as
| evel of service C or D, you know, a couple
I ntersecti ons away.

CHAI R HOOD: kay. Thank you.
"' m not questioning your analysis. |'m]just
trying to understand for nyself. Also, M.
Dwyer, there were sone issues raised by DDOT
and I'mnot sure if you covered them about
the permt parking but | would like to raise
It and maybe we'll ask it on the back end
because | haven't had a chance to fully | ook
at this.

Any ot her questions, colleagues?

COW JEFFRIES: Yes, | have one
ot her question and | know | usually don't
have this many questions but, M.
M |l anovi ch, did you just say that this was
based on from Decenber 2005, these nunbers?

M5. MLANOVICH It's actually
Sept enber.

COW JEFFRI ES: Septenber?

M5. M LANOVI CH: Yes, of 2005.
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And they were -- I'msorry. Go ahead.

COW JEFFRIES: And so when
| ook at the one slide that tal ked about
future devel opnent and sort of the inpact,
what was that? It was you nentioned future
devel opnment. It was sort of existing and
then future. | don't renmenber -- Yes, back
on | evel s of service and the next slide.
Total future |levels of service, what does
t hat slide nean?

M5. M LANOVI CH:. The background
| evel s are 2009 projections wthout the site
traffic generated fromthe proposed
devel opnent .

COW JEFFRI ES: Ckay.

M5. M LANOVICH  The total future
| evel s of service are 2009 projections with
the traffic fromthe proposed devel opnent.
So we've taken the traffic that was counted
I n Septenber of 2005 and projected it to
2009.

COW JEFFRIES: Right.
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M5. M LANOVICH  Wiich is the
proposed build out of the site.

COW JEFFRIES: But in terns of
addi ti onal newer devel opnent that in this
area, that's been taken into account.

M5. M LANOVICH  Yes. You nean
ot her than the proposed devel opnent ?

COW JEFFRIES: R ght.

M5. M LANOVICH  Yes, that's
taken into account in the background slide
as well as the total future slide.

COW JEFFRIES: So between
Sept enber of 2005 and today, there have not
been any new plans of anything that m ght
not have been picked up in the future |evel
of service.

M5. M LANOVI CH: W' ve included
several devel opnents that were in the works
si nce Septenber of 2005.

COW JEFFRI ES: Ckay.

M5. M LANOVI CH:  That have since

been -- Some of which have been built. Sone
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of which are still in the planning process,
but that's included in our projections.

COW JEFFRIES: Ckay. That's
what | was trying to get to. | just wanted
to make -- Wien | heard Decenber 2005, |
mean a | ot of things can occur in ten nonths
and if your nunbers reflect it --

M5. M LANOVI CH:  Yes.

COMW JEFFRIES: Mre than a year
ago. GCkay. Thank you.

CHAI R HOOD: Any ot her questi ons,
col | eagues? kay. Let's nove right al ong.
Qur parties, ANC 2A, Chairman M cone and M.
H tchcock. Cross exam nati on.

MR, H TCHCOCK: Thank you,

Chai rman Hook and nmenbers of the Conm ssion.
For the record, ny nane is Con Hi tchcock and
|"mhere with Vince Mcone who is the Chair
of ANC 2A. The Comm ssion has anticipated a
nunber of the questions that we had

particul arly about the devel opnent of the

sout hern periphery. So we won't get into
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t hat .

But | have a coupl e of questions
dealing with the nmenorandum of
under st andi ng. Wat woul d be the nost
appropriate w tness?

M5. DWER  Well, either M.

G aae or M. Katz.

MR, H TCHCOCK: Al right.
Perhaps M. Katz then. M. Katz, do you
have a copy of the MU in front of you?

MR KATZ: Yes.

MR H TCHCOCK: Ckay. | have a
coupl e of questions on the provisions on
page six, particularly starting with Section
5.2. This is the provision that allows
either party to walk away fromthe deal if
certain zoning relief is not granted. Are
you famliar with this?

MR KATZ: Yes | am

MR H TCHCOCK: Ckay. There are
three conditions there, are there not,

allowing you to walk away if you can't
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approve to re-zone nonresidential, if the
aggregation rule should apply or final
approval of the re-zoning is not obtained by
Decenber 31 of this year? Let ne ask you
about each one. Is it GNs present
Intention to termnate the MU if there's no
re-zoning to nonresidential?

MR, KATZ: |If it's not re-zoned
to nonresidential that neans there was no
val ue that we could pay to DCPS and | would
expect that DCPS woul d have sonething to say
If there was no value comng to them

MR, H TCHCOCK: So is the answer
to ny question yes GNwill term nate?

MR, KATZ: No, the answer is if
that were the case, |I'msure both parties
woul d sit down and discuss this, but it
woul d change the dynam cs conpl etely because
there would be no value that woul d be
creat ed.

MR, HI TCHCOCK: Understood. The

same thing wwth respect to the aggregation
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rul e.

MR KATZ: That's the sane issue.
That's how you create the val ue.

MR, HI TCHCOCK: Understood. And
how about the third point? Wat do you nean
by "final approval"?

MR KATZ: We set a tine frane
for this.

MR H TCHCOCK: No. Wat do you
mean by the phrase "final approval"? Do you
mean an order that has been issued by this
Conmi ssi on?

MR KATZ: Yes.

MR, H TCHCOCK: Ckay. And if
this Comm ssion does not publish a final
order by Decenber 31st of this year, is it
GWN's present intention to wal k away from
this?

CHAIR HOOD: | think it says
final. | think he's answered that question
and we don't need to delve too nuch into

t hat .
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MR, H TCHCOCK: Well, my question
Is will GWwalk away if it is not granted,
if final approval is not granted, by the end
of the year?

CHAIR HOOD: That's the way |
read it, but you can ask it. You can ask it
but it says it here.

MR, H TCHCOCK: It says "shal
have the right to termnate." That |eaves
It open.

MR, KATZ: That doesn't nean we
will termnate. It depends on the
ci rcunst ances.

MR H TCHCOCK: That's ny
questi on.

CHAIR HOOD: Okay. |I'msorry.
Answer hi s question.

MR KATZ: Yes. It depends on
the circunstances. |If we believe it wll be
approved in a tine frame that we can build
the residence hall, we're going to continue

f orwar d. If we believe it will never be
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approved, yes we would term nate.

MR, H TCHCOCK: Ckay. Thank you.
My next question deals with paragraph 5.5 at
the bottomof that page and in that it deals
Wi th the possibility of conditioning either
the start or the conpletion of construction
of the School Wthout Walls prior to
I ssuance of the permt or sonething of that
nature for GW

MR, KATZ: It's right down here.
Ckay. Sure.

MR H TCHCOCK: Take a nobnment to

read it.

MR KATZ: You're asking ne what
was - -

MR, H TCHCOCK: No, there is no
pendi ng question. | just want -- Do you

have it in front of you?

MR KATZ: Yes.

MR H TCHCOCK: Ckay. Wuld GW
accept a condition to withhold building

permt on the GNportion until after the
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DCPA portion has been started or conpl eted?
MR KATZ: That woul d change our
ability to deliver the housing that we need.
MR, H TCHCOCK: So the answer is
yes?

MR, KATZ: \What you're asking it
depends on what the circunstances are but
basically in our overall canpus plan, we
tal k about how we're going to transition out
of other properties. W do need to build
this residence hall to be able to transition
out of other properties that are off canpus.
So that things are linked in that way.

I f you're tal ki ng about a m nor
delay and we still can deliver it in tine,
we have no problem Qur goal is not to walk
away fromthis in any way whatsoever. W
have been working with the School Wt hout
Wal | s since 1980 in a very good partnershinp.
But we do need to build a residence hall and
we understand it's enough of an issue to

deliver the residence hall from our
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perspective. W did not want to have ot her
contingenci es that m ght occur.

MR H TCHCOCK: Thank you. One

(O f the record discussion.)

MR H TCHCOCK: A question for
Ms. M lanovich. M. Ml anovich, when doing
the traffic counts in Decenber, did you take
I nto account the construction taking place
along F Street?

M5. M LANOVI CH: Actually, the
counts were done in Septenber.

MR H TCHCOCK: Septenber. Ckay.
We have nothing further. Thank you.

CHAI R HOOD: kay. Thank you.
|"mgoing to ask Ms. Bagwell and M. My,
HSA.

M5. BAGWELL: No cross
exam nati on.

CHAI R HOOD: No cross exam nati on.
Ckay. Thank you. Now we'll go to the

report of the Ofice of Planning. M.
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Par ker .

MR. PARKER: (Good evening, M.
Chair and nenbers of the Comm ssion. |f
it's all right wwth the Comm ssion, we would
| i ke to share our report wth DDOTI, have
both reports at the sane tinme and then share
a question period.

CHAI R HOOD: Sounds good.

M. Parker and M. Laden.

MR. PARKER: Excellent. 1'm
Travis Parker with the D.C. Ofice of
Planning. | don't have a |lot to add tonight
to ny witten report and to the oral
comrents fromset down so I'I|l be brief.

In order to achi eve the project
before you, the Applicants are requesting
several areas of relief, including map
anmendnent to SP-2, an FAR increase up to
approximately 5.3 for the entire site; rear
yard relief so the projects can -- the
bui | di ngs woul d abut and parking so that the

parking for the School Wthout Walls can be
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provi ded off-site, anmong other relief.

In order to achieve this relief,
t he Applicant has proffered severa
anenities including the contribution that
you' ve heard of to inprove the Schoo
Wthout Walls, site design that respects the
hi storic |andmark buil ding of the G ant
School, and provides light and air to
-- continuing light and air to that school
and streetscape i nprovenents along both F
and G the entire frontages to agree with
the yet to be approved streetscape plan.

As stated in the witten report,
OP finds that the anenities proffered are
comrensurate with the relief being sought.
Mor eover, OP has concluded that the PUD is
I n conformance with the conp. plan including
goals for historic preservation, education
and public/private partnerships to inprove
D. C. school s.

In short, OP recommends approval

of the application. And I'll turn it over
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to M. Laden.

MR. LADEN. Good evening. My
name i s Ken Laden. |'m Associate Director
for Transportation Policy and Planning in
the D.C. Departnent of Transportation. M
staff did have an opportunity to review the
traffic analysis prepared by the Applicants.
W filed some coments on Cctober 26. W' ve
al so | ooked at sone suppl enental infornmation
that was provided by the Applicants. |
believe it was QOctober 25th.

We're generally in concurrence
with the findings and the proposal that's
been presented to the Zoni ng Conm ssion. W
do have sonme comrents and suggestions that
we have made in our testinony and |I'll just
summari ze those very quickly.

Qur traffic operations people
have suggested that the curb cut entrance to
t he new residence hall be a m ninum of 24
feet in wdth to acconmodate sone of the

truck traffic, especially the solid waste
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trucks that woul d be anticipated serving
that facility.

Also, | wanted to nake sure that
as part of any zoning decision that sone of
t he suggestions included in the traffic plan
are actually incorporated into the zoning
order, if at all possible and |'mthinking
here along the lines of the nunber of
par ki ng spaces in the parking garage,
recommended at 178, also, the information
provi ded by the Applicants on how t hey woul d
anticipate allocating those 178 parKking
space. | think they've indicated that they
woul d be permtted only, that they would be
limting the nunber of permts to 178
permts, that approximately half of those
woul d be for student-related use and the
ot her half would be used for staff and
facul ty.

Those are the assunptions that we
wer e operating under when reviewng this

material and we woul d hope that that coul d
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be reflected in the zoning order.

Also, wth respect to the School
Wthout Walls, we support this portion of
the application as well. W' ve | ooked at
t he student population information and the
very high level of transit use for students
getting to this facility. W would hope
that the School Wthout WAlls woul d use
what ever nethods it could to try to
encourage this continued kind of transit
use, if the student popul ation does grow to
the 440 students that they're anticipating.

| would al so suggest that, if
possi bl e, the School Wthout Walls utilize
what ever enhancenents or intensives it can
for faculty and for staff at that facility
to use transit as well. W note that the
types of increases they're | ooking at there,
two to three additional faculty, two or so
addi tional staff is not going to have any
signi ficant burden on parking or on the

traffic patterns in the area.
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One thing we did not notice or |
think it was a very brief nention in the
traffic plan was relating to bicycle
parking. It nentioned that School Wt hout
Wal |l s, there's sone bicycle parking on sone
railings and ot her apparatus on the
streetscape. W'd recommend, if possible,
that a few bicycle racks be provided and
that those bicycle rack | ocations and
nunbers be coordinated with our bicycle
program coordi nator in DDQOT.

Also, | think the sane coul d be
held for the parking garage facility for the
residence hall. | didn't see any nention
there of bicycle parking at that facility.
We woul d ask that the University strongly
consi der an appropriate nunber of bicycle
racks in the garage, if possible for
students who are residents at that residence
hal | .

Again, | think our bicycle

program managers at the D.C. Departnent of
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Transportation could provide sone gui dance
on that as well.

At that point | believe -- |I'm
sorry, also there was a nention made of the
hi gh | evel of md-block crossings within the
Geor ge Washi ngton University canpus and at
this location. And again, there's not a
whol e ot we can do to preclude that. |
t hi nk, unfortunately, students will cross
where they feel it best suited for their
particul ar needs. And we woul d ask that
again the University coordinate with out
D.C. Departnent of Transportation Pedestrian
Coordi nator on ways -- and also with our
Traffic Safety folks -- to see if there are
some ways to perhaps either through signage
or through other paving materials try to
hi ghl i ght where the so-called desire |lines
are for where pedestrians are actually
crossing mdbl ock, so that we can try to
provide a slightly nore safe environnent.

| think that pretty nuch ends ny
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testinony and 1'I|l be available to answer
any questions that the Board or anyone el se
may have, |'msorry, the Comm ssion, or
anyone el se nay have.

Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Ckay, thank
you, M. Parker and M. Laden.

Col | eagues, we're going to have
guestions of Ofice of Planning and DDOT
together, so open it up, any questions? No
questi ons.

| have one question for you, M.
Laden. And this actually goes to anot her
case and it pertains to this one al so.

What is the nethod of DDOT when
an Applicant submts their traffic report?
What does DDOT do? Do you analyze it for
yoursel f and | ook at your nunbers and
conpare it to whether or not that's
conti nued upon approval ? How does that

wor k?

MR, LADEN. It would vary case hy
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case. In a case like this, we always
conduct field investigations. W'I|l go out
and take a |l ook at the intersections or
we'll take a look at the streets in
question. W'IlIl analyze where the curb cuts
are going on and we will conpare traffic
volunes wth our records to see if they're
in the right ball park.

W quite often do not do our own
I ndependent traffic counts. W again wll
rely upon what the Applicants provide and if
t hey seem out of whack, we'll ask sone
questions. Oten, we'll also advise the
Applicants and their traffic consultants of
t hose key intersections or |ocations we want
themto neasure traffic at, so that we can
take a |l ook at their data and conpare it to
our background dat a.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: It's out of
whack, then you guys do your own anal ysis?

MR, LADEN: I n sone instances,

yes, or we'll just ask themto go out and

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

126

maybe they collected it on a uni que day.
We'd ask themto naybe take a | ook at
several other days to verify. Again, we
just don't have the resources for every
zoning case to be out there taking traffic
counts.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: I nteresting.
Ckay. Any ot her questions?

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL: | just
had one. M. Laden, are there dedi cated
bi ke | anes on sone of these streets then on
F and G?

MR, LADEN: | can't recall. |
don't believe there are any on the east-west
streets, but | believe there are sone
proposed for the nunbered streets north and
sout h.

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL: Do you
have any -- are there any recommendati ons
for further bike | anes?

MR, LADEN: |'d have to check

wi th our Bicycle Program Manager. | know we
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do have a conprehensive bike plan for the
city which indicates those routes we think
are safest and again, ny recollection was in
this area they were on 21st and 22nd, |
believe. But I'll go back and check and
provide that for the record.

COMM SSI ONER TURNBULL:  Ckay,

t hank you.

CHAl RPERSON HOCD: M. Laden, you
ran of f about six different things. |
haven't had a chance to | ook through your
report. Are they all listed in your report?

MR. LADEN: Not all of them |
ad-1i bbed on a coupl e.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  The signage --

MR. LADEN: Mainly the two -- the
bi cycl e rack comments were not in ny witten
coments. Again, we're requesting --

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: But a good
cat ch.

(Laughter.)

MR, LADEN:. Thank you. | think
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they're all good catches.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  You nust have
t hought Chair Mtten was going to be here
t oni ght .

MR LADEN: No, I"'msorry, |I'm
t easi ng.

(Laughter.)

"1l try not to be so facetious.
The other catch was on the m dbl ock
pedestrian crossings. | just noticed that
In review ng the package again and again
think for safety reasons it would be a good
Idea if the University or School Wt hout
Wal | s could coordinate with our Pedestrian
Coordi nator. Everything else, | believe, is
in the witten testinony.

CHAI RPERSON HOCD: So t he signage
s in your report?

MR. LADEN: No, again. The
m dbl ock crossing and any signhage that would
| nprove that, plus any other streetscape

el ements that woul d i nprove m dbl ock
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pedestrian safety are additions that are not
in the witten testinony.

CHAI RPERSON HOCD: Ckay, any
ot her questions of Ofice of Planning or
DDOT?

kay, | want to thank you both.
|"msorry. Any cross exam nation from ANC?

M. H tchcock, Chairman M cone?
Any cross exam nation? Forgive ne.

M5. DWER Thank you. | really
j ust have one question and perhaps the best
thing would be to follow up with M. Laden
and file sonmething in the record. But he
mentions in his report a 24-foot curb cut
entrance of the new residence hall. And
what | was trying to clarify was whet her
that curb cut was sinply for the residence
hal | and separate fromthat would be the
| oadi ng curb cut or entrance or are you
tal ki ng about the entire width of that being
24 feet?

MR, LADEN: | think the primary
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concern was the wdth requirenents for the
| oadi ng, for the access for the trash trucks
in particular.

M5. DWER  We sent you a | oading
diagramand | just wondered if you had the
chance to review that after your report to
determ ne whet her that worked appropriately?

MR LADEN. | took a quick |ook
at it, but I'mnot sure whether our traffic
operations people have. Let ne | ook over
towards Jeff Jennings and see if by nod of
t he head, have we heard anything from our
Traffic Operations as to whether the diagram
provi ded on the 25th neets the needs of

traffic services or should we get back to

t henf?

W'l get back to you for the
record.

M5. DWER Al right, thank you
very nmuch.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Now wi t h ANC,

Cross exani nati on.
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MR, H TCHCOCK: Thank you, M.
Chai r man.

M. Parker, a couple of questions
on your report. Wuld OP support this
project if the rezoning had been R5E?

MR, PARKER  Yes.

MR, H TCHCOCK: And why is that?

MR, PARKER: Because | believe
the -- you're saying if the anenities were
the same as they are now? |If the anenities
were the sane as they are now, they woul d be
comrensurate wwth the relief being requested
I n either case.

MR, H TCHCOCK: Coul d you
articulate the analysis that you used in
deciding that SP2 woul d be an appropriate
classification as opposed to sonething such
as R5E?

MR, PARKER: Well, we exam ned
the case that was brought to us. There's a
proposal presented to us and we examned it,

the anenities in exchange for the benefits
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to the Applicant and we | ooked at the case
that was presented to us, not --

MR, H TCHCOCK: And does not OP
periodically consider other possible zoning
classifications for a site than what the
Appl i cant requests?

MR, PARKER: (Cccasionally, yes.

MR, H TCHCOCK: And that was not
done here?

MR. PARKER: As the sane
di scussion that you had with the Applicant,
we had the sane discussions with them about
why this was presented as it is and why the
application is for an SP zoning. And the
answer was the sane to us as it was to you.

MR, HI TCHCOCK:  This
classification was the only zoning
classification you considered?

MR, PARKER: We di scussed all
sorts of changes. This was the one that was
presented to us. This was the one that the

Applicant has filed and what the Applicant
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Is willing to accept.

MR, H TCHCOCK: Ckay, thank you.

M. Laden, a question for you.
Are you famliar wwth the construction that
has been occurring along F Street, Northwest
in this area?

MR, LADEN: No, not ne
personal ly, no.

MR, H TCHCOCK: The question that
we had was the sane one for the Applicant's
W tnesses as to whether that would affect
any cal cul ations about traffic usage. Do
you have anything on that?

MR. LADEN: Again, ny
recol |l ection and the answer fromthe
Applicant was that -- other consultants, was
that the traffic counts were nmade in
Septenber, | believe, before that
construction initiated and | guess any
construction occurring there now would be
conpleted by the tinme the residence hall or

t he School Wthout Walls constructi on woul d

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

occur.

MR H TCHCOCK: No, | understand
that, but ny understanding is it did go back
to Septenber, which was curious if DDOT had
| ooked at that?

MR. LADEN: No, | don't believe
so.

MR H TCHCOCK: |Is that sonething
that woul d be appropriate to add for the
record, a question about the construction

and how that would affect the --

CHAI RPERSON HOQOD: " msorry, M.
Hitchcock, | was not paying attention. |
have to be honest. | was trying to get

nysel f ready for the next thing.

What was your question?

MR, H TCHCOCK: The question, the
concern is whether the traffic count nunbers
may be accurate because there has been
construction going along F Street for sone
nont hs now and we're wondering if it would

be possible to get an analysis or sone
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response to that precise question.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: M. Laden, is
that going to be a long tinme comng? |Is
that difficult for you to get that
i nformation to us?

MR. LADEN: No, we should be able
to pull that together fairly quickly. |
w ll ask our Traffic Qperations people to
comrent on that question.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: kay, good,

t hank you.

MR H TCHCOCK: Thank you, M.
Chairman. No further questions.

CHAl RPERSON HOCOD: Gkay. Cross
exam nation from HSA. Any cross, M.

Bagwel | ? Ckay.

Hold tight for a second. Let ne
just say the other thing that we've got
which | was actually reading, trying to
review while you were asking that |ast
question is fromthe Executive Ofice of the

Mayor, O fice of Community Affairs. |Is
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anyone here representing the Ofice of the
Mayor, Comrunity Affairs? This conmes from
the Ward 2 coordinator and it ends, it
supports the project, tal ks about George

Washi ngton University has done an excell ent

job. It says this public/private project
W ll result in largely nodernized public
schools that wll benefit not only the Foggy

Bottom community, but the entire city and
this is fromthe Ward 2 coordi nator,
Executive Ofice of the Myor.

Anyt hing el se? GCkay. Any other
reports that | may have m ssed?

kay, now we're ready for the
ANC s report.

Let ne just ask before you get
started, Chairman M cone, how nmuch tine do
you think you need?

MR MCONE: Very little tine.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Ckay, thank
you. We don't usually give you a tine. |

was just trying to ration out a tinme. Thank
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you.

You don't get atinme limt, but
the next party gets a tinme. Let ne nake
t hat cl ear

(Laughter.)

MR. M CONE: Comm ssi oner Hood,
Menbers of the Commi ssion, ny nanme is Vince
M cone. | amthe chairperson of ANC 2A
Thank you all very much for hearing our
report this evening.

The ANC s report will be very
simlar to the witten report that we
submtted to the record already. At our
regul arly schedul ed neeting on Cctober 18th,
t he Foggy Bottom and West End Advi sory
Nei ghbor hood Conmm ssi on consi dered Zoni ng
Conmm ssi on Case 0617 for consolidated
approval of a Planned Unit Devel opnent and a
PUD-rel ated anendnent to the zoning nmap of
the District of Colunbia by GW and the
D.C. Public School System

The Conm ssion voted to oppose
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the application. It nust first be noted,
however, and | want to underscore this, that
t he Comm ssion voi ced unani nous support for
the School Wthout Walls which is recogni zed
to be a superb programthat has achi eved a
great deal and has shown | eadership wthin
DCPS even as it has been starved of
resour ces.

We are proud to have this school
W thin the Foggy Bottom and West End
community . The Comm ssion would strongly
support the inprovenents to facilities and
prograns of the School Wthout Walls
proposed in this application if they were
not condi tioned upon approval, not only of
the residence hall that G W proposes to
build and its massing, but the | egal
treatnent that's used in the zoning process.

G W representatives nade cl ear
during our neeting that even if the buil ding
were all owed as requested under refusal to

al l ow an ot herw se unneeded upzoning to SP2

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

138

(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

139

or holding GW to the FARIimts of |l DCWR
21-210 Section 3 would essentially void the
MU between G W and DCPS. This is the

I ssue that we spoke of about going up to RSE
versus the SP2.

We believe that this application
shoul d not be supported because it presents
a partial plan for a university canpus
wWthin a residentially-zoned area in
violation of the regulations in Section
210.4 which requires that a university nust
submt a plan for devel opnent for devel opi ng
the canmpus as a whole. Zoning Case 0617
essentially allows this consideration to go
agai nst the aggregate and cunul ati ve i npacts
that are already noted in the FAR in Section
210. 3.

Rezoni ng the property to RS5E
woul d permt FAR of 6 w thout even a PUD
The FAR of the buildings resulting fromthe
proposal would be 5.29. G W has confirned

that the sole justification for requesting
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t he upzoning to SP2 is to allow themto
assert that the resulting nmassing woul d not
be counted against the FARIimts of Section
210.3. That's conpletely unjustified
rezoning in violation of Section 2400. 4

whi ch prohibits the use of the PUD process
to circunvent the intent and purposes of the
zoning regulations. This is an argunent
that you've heard from ANC 2A in the current
canpus plan considerations that are before
you.

Whet her the rezoning to SP2 is
al l owed or not, the added nmassing of the new
resi dence hall nust be and shoul d be counted
against the FAR|limt of Section 210.3.

That is our belief.

We believe that the proposed
resi dence hall overwhelns the site and
historic Grant School. W are concerned
about the views as sone Conm ssioners have
asked, comng fromthe east of the plan

where there are the | ower townhones on 22nd
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Street. It contravenes the clained
intention of GW to place high intensity
uses in the core of canpus and instead
continues the practice of placing high
I ntensity uses along the southern boundary
of the canpus, thereby nmaxi m zing inpacts on
the few remai ning residential buildings on
the south side of F Street.

Agai n, though I want to highlight
t hat we support the School Wthout Walls and
this vote should in no way be construed as
opposition to the School Wthout Walls or
t he proposed i nprovenents to the school or
frankly the partnership of GW which is a
heal thy way to connect a university to a
school, and in fact, we view that as a nodel
that other universities should enulate in
this town to help inprove our school system

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Thank you.
Hol d tight. Colleagues, any questions of
Chai rman M cone? Any questions?

Let nme ask you one. W received
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was the Conm ssioner who parti ci pated,

right?

MR, M CONE: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON HOCD: He vot ed.
What was his -- apparently fromwhat |'m

readi ng here, he resigned because of that
vote? He resigned his position?

MR. M CONE: You've received the
docunent that has not been provided to the
Comm ssion. | received a one sentence
| etter of resignation.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Ckay.

MR M CONE: So | understand that
docunent has been shared around town. |
haven't been able to get ny hands on it and
perhaps |'Il contact M chele and get a copy
from your record.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: This is part
of the public record. It's alittle nore
t han one | i ne.

MR. M CONE: Yes. He was
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substantially in disagreenent with the rest
of the Comm ssi on.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Is this his
SMD ar ea?

MR MCONE: No, it's ny SMD.

CHAl RPERSON HOCD: It's your SND.
Al right, okay. Any other questions?
Thank you.

Cross exam nation of the
Applicant? No questions.

HSA, any cross exam nation?
kay. Did | get everybody? Thank you.
keep forgetting cross.

Next, we w |l have our next party
which is HSA and they wll have 15 m nutes.

Ms. Bagwel | and M. May.

Ms. Bagwel |, why don't you speak
Into the m crophone so we can record you.

M5. BAGAELL: We have a panel of
si x individuals, one representing the
faculty; one representing the alumi; of

course, one representing the student
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popul ati on; one representing a historical
perspective about this nodernization project
for the School Wthout Walls. W have been
rehearsi ng and our presentation wll be no

| onger than 13 m nutes.

(Laughter.)

We have prepared statenents and
we W Il sunmarize our statenents and pass
themup for the record.

(Pause.)

Good eveni ng, Chairperson Hood,
Zoni ng Conm ssion and staff. M nane is
Andrea Bagwell and |I'mthe president of the
Home and School Association for the School
Wthout Walls. Let ne take this opportunity
to recogni ze our principal, M. Richard
Trogi sh and Assistant Principle, Ms. Sylvia
| saac and ask themto please stand. 1'd
al so ask to recogni ze nenbers of the Hone
and School Executive Commttee.

M. Trogi sh and Ms. |saac, thank

you.
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| also invite everyone in the
audi ence who supports the School Wthout
Wall s to pl ease stand.

CHAI RPERSON HOCD: Ms. Bagwel |,
I|'"'mnot going to take this fromyou, we'l]l
stop the clock. That's a good point,
because when | | ook at the Comm ssion, two,
four, six, eight, all eight of our eyes are
wor ki ng and we see the anmount of support and
when | | ook at the proponents, |'m not
saying that no one can testify, you can feel
free to cone up and testify, especially when
we get to the support part, but we
definitely see, when | |l ook here, it's about
30 nanmes or nore on the support, and trust
me, |'mnot saying we don't want to hear
fromyou, because we would |ike you, but
under stand, we know you're here in support.
But when we get to that point, please do not
duplicate anything, but if you want to
testify, do, but understand, we know t hat

you're here to support.
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So hopefully, you got ny nessage.
kay, Ms. Bagwel | .

M5. BAGWNELL: The school
comunity is diverse, with 351 students and
their famlies fromdifferent racial and
et hni ¢ backgrounds, cultures, socio-econonic
status groups and experiences. The two
charts to ny right depicts the geographi cal
areas fromwhich our students reside. Wile
the majority of the instruction occurs in
the classroom the use of the city as a
classroomis an integral part of the School
Wt hout Walls' teaching and | earning
experi ence.

Qur students do well because of
the location of the school and in spite of
the crunbling facilities. Walls is
consistently rated as one of the premere
hi gh school s in Washington, D.C and has
been recogni zed and ranked by Newsweek
Magazi ne as one of the best high schools in

the country. It would be an injustice to
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deny our students who live in the nation's
capital an opportunity to attend a first
rate coll ege preparatory high school that is
| ocated on a col | ege canpus.

This academ c setting advances
Intellectual curiosity, builds self-esteem
and prepares our students for the many
chall enges that |ie ahead. The |ocation of
the school has a positive and direct inpact
on the Foggy Bottom area as well as the
District of Colunbia. W are educating and
training the District's workforce as well as
groom ng future | eaders of the next
gener ati on.

We are teaching our students to
be intellectual, to be respectful,
responsi ble, conmmunity and civic m nded.

Qur students have a log list of
acconplishnments. Over the |ast four years,
100 percent of the students have
matriculated on to four-year colleges. They

have been the recipients of such prestigious
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awards as the Trachtenberg Award. We've had
four National Achievenent Schol ars, two
Presi dential Scholars. Students with
perfect SAT scores and countl ess ot her

di stingui shed schol arshi ps because of the

| ocation of the school and in spite of the
crunbling facilities.

I n conclusion, we respectfully
request that the Zoning Conmm ssion approve
the application before you this evening.
Surely, with state-of-the-art facilities,

t echnol ogy and equi pnent, our students and
faculty wll further excel. Thank you for
the opportunity to testify before the Zoning
Comm ssion and | woul d be pl eased to answer
any questions that you may have.

CHAl RPERSON HOOD: M. May. |
was goi ng to say Comm ssioner My.

MR. MAY: | should know to turn
on the mcrophone. M nane is Peter May. |
live at 1017 C Street, S.E., Wshi ngton,

D. C

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

148

(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

149

Good eveni ng, Chairnman Hood and
Menmbers of the Zoning Comm ssion. | am
thrilled to be here tonight to give you a
parent's perspective on the School Wt hout
Walls. |'ve been a Walls parent fora little
nore than three years and | hope to be a
Wal | s parent for another five years or so,
whil e ny younger sons nmeke their way into
and through the school. As | considered
what | would say to the Zoni ng Conm ssion
tonight, | started to rem nisce about the
application process. At the tinme when ny
son Zach applied to the school, there was a
question on the application, why do you want
your child to attend the School Wt hout
Wal | s? O course, that was easy. | wanted
my son to go to the School Wthout Walls
because | wanted to go to the School Wt hout
Wal | s.

Think about it, it's an excellent
program |ocated on a coll ege canpus. They

use the entire city as a classroom and

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

150

there's the top notch faculty, the coll ege
preparation, and the conforting small school
at nosphere. Walls is truly an excepti onal
public high school, not only for what it
offers, but for what it demands.

The students nust be responsi bl e,
self-notivated and ready to work hard. The
school al so demands parental invol venent,
HSA neeti ngs, and nenbershi p, the silent
auction and ot her fundraisers and ny
favorite, the Building Commttee.

Now let's tal k about results.

The School Wthout Walls is one of two high-
perform ng public high schools in the
District inthe terns of No Child Left
Behind. Walls graduates are exceptionally
wel | prepared for college in terns of
academ c achi evenent, self notivation, self
di scipline and the drive to succeed. Walls
students typically earn coll ege credit

ei ther through AP or from G W courses or

ot her university courses. Wen ny son
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enters college next fall, he could have as
many as 17 credits fromthese sources.

Finally, we need to tal k about
what the School Wthout Walls lacks. There
are too few classroons and nany are too
small. The science | abs are i nadequate.
There is no auditorium no gym and no
cafeteria and all the facilities are poorly
mai ntai ned. But we do have a parking | ot.
After 10 years of effort, we now have the
opportunity to parlay that neager asset into
a beautiful new high school.

We ask that the Zoni ng Conm ssion
take swft action to approve this PUD so

that we can build the new School Wt hout

Wal | s.

M5. PANETTE: (Good evening. M
name i s Susan Panette. | live at 224
Kentucky Avenue, S.E. | speak this evening

as one of a nunber of parents who have
devot ed hundreds of hours towards ensuring

t he noderni zati on of the School Wt hout
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Walls. Wen | first became involved in this
project in the spring of 2001, | had one
child at the school and I thought ny younger
child woul d have the opportunity to attend
t he noderni zed building. That hasn't
happened. Both of ny children are now in
college, but I remain conmtted to hel ping
ensure that the School Wthout Walls has a
buil ding that is equal to the academ cs that
occur w thin.

The parents, teachers and
adm ni strators of the school have been
wor ki ng toward this school nodernization
si nce 1996, when we began work with the 21st
Century School Fund and educati onal
speci fications for a noderni zed buil di ng.
Despite an al ready decayi ng physical plant,
no planning for the building was then
occurring within D.C. Public School s.

I n October of 2001, as part of a
facilities planning process, DCPS eval uated

all senior high schools based on their
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educat i onal adequacy, physi cal
characteristics and physical conditions.
School Wthout Walls scored the | owest of
any high school. Only 17.5 points out of a
possi bl e 98 and yet DCPS placed it | ow on
the priority list. The only way to get the
renovati on done was to make this
public/private partnershi p happen.

That it is now a possibility is a
testanent to the parents, teachers and
princi pals who have remai ned conmtted and
tenacious. | personally have devoted
hundreds of hours to phone calls, neetings,
witing and editing on the educati onal
specifications. | amproud to be one in a
| i ne of parents who have collectively
devot ed thousands of hours to this project.

Many of us no | onger have
school age children, yet all of us remain
devoted to ensuring that future generations
have a safe, nodern, appropriate building

that will both help the school further its
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m ssion and will say with bricks, nortar and
el ectronics that we value the education that
goes on wthin and outside the Schoo

Wt hout Walls.

M5. VOLLIN: Good evening. My
name i s Sharon Vol lin, known affectionately
anong School Wthout Walls famly as Ms. V
and as the library nedia specialist for this
wonder ful school .

| cone before you at this tine to
make a case as to why we inplore you to
grant School Wthout Walls permssion to
proceed to build the School Wthout Walls
community it deserves. The library, let's
talk a little bit about that since I'mthe
i brarian, but | speak for all the faculty
In our crunbling facility, is regarded as
the cornerstone of the school community,
housi ng books, technol ogy and yes,
aspirations and dreans. But for the better
part of the nonth of Septenber it was

cl osed, closed to learning, closed to
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literacy, closed to life as we knowit in a
wor |l d of educational developnent. Al this
was due to a roof in such poor condition
that it threatened to cave in on students at
any nonent, due to rain and incl enent

weat her.

Can you i magi ne, can you picture,
we had to say no, you cannot enter to
students seeki ng books, the very foundation
of education and literacy. You can't cone
in to those seeking technol ogy for research,
the gateway to communi cation and to their
future. Sorry, no entry to students seeking
to study in an environnent that we nade do
In spite of the books which have been
scorched with nold and m | dew, seemng to
take the very soul out of their pages.

Research indi cates that poor
school facilities have a detrinental effect
on student achi evenent; teacher and student
heal th which affects norale and attendance.

Addi tional research says that by creating
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new school s, they can serve as community
hubs. It's called grow ng your own students
towards attendi ng George Washi ngt on

Uni versity, grow ng your own citizens
towards running the | ocal businesses and
community organizations and ultimtely
grow ng your own | eaders.

These students are |ike precious
jewels, gathered fromall quadrants of the
city. They're entrusted in our talented
faculty's hands by their parents and
guardi ans to be nolded into fine works of
art to shine for all to see. Wat nessage
are we sending themif we continue to
attenpt to educate themin a crunbling
facility?

W' re teaching themto navigate
t hrough the | abyrinth of information and
life. But are we show ng our best nodel
when we continue to put the perennial band
aid over the festering wound of dil apidation

that breeds nediocrity and | ow achi evenent ?
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They | ook beyond these walls and see
thriving nodern schools in Mntgonery,
Arlington and Fairfax County, to nanme a few.
And they ask aren't we good enough? Aren't
we bright enough? For which we at Walls
answer a resoundi ng, but you're sinply the
best .

And in closing, for we here in
Wal |l s community, in spite of the squal or
wi th roofs crunbling and | eaki ng,
tenperatures uncertain and doors and w ndows
squeaki ng, we know that within these walls
sonething great is brewing. It's the
students, their excellence anong the ruins.
SO let's please work to build a facility
that's a utopia for that excellence.

Thank you for letting ne speak.

(Appl ause.)

MR, LENSLEY: Good evening, ny
name i s Andrew Lensley. | reside at 3703
Carpenter Street, Southeast. |'mcurrently

a junior at the George Washi ngton University
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and an alumi of School Wthout Walls. The
School Wthout Walls George Washi ngton

Uni versity Devel opnent Pl an affords both
communi ties the chance to continue to foster
their relationship with one another, thus

| nproving the overall atnosphere of both
entities.

The i nprovenent of the Schoo
Wthout Walls facility will not only inprove
t he physi cal appearance of the school, but
it wll also aid in creating an at nosphere
that is nore conducive to learning. Despite
the inferior state of the building, the
School Wthout Walls has maintained a high
standard of academ c excel |l ence.

Wil e attending Walls, | was
prepared academ cally for collegiate life by
teachers who were able to teach with nethods
that both were in the box as well as out of
t he box. The academ c success of the School
Wt hout Walls has been mai ntai ned by using

all the resources available to the school,
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even though the conditions have continued to
wor sen.

My time at School Wthout Walls
has better prepared nme academcally, as well
as socially, to be an independent |earner, a
quality that | utilize every day as a
student at the CGeorge Washi ngton University.
| have observed the partnership between G W
and School Wthout Walls firsthand by taking
a class at GW ny senior year, while being
a student at School Wthout Walls and by
receiving the Trachtenberg Schol arship to
attend the George Washington University.

Through G W and the School
Wthout Walls, though they operate as
separate institutions, they both share a
common goal of furthering both their
students as well as the community. This
devel opnent plan is one of many exanpl es of
that goal. The location of the School
Wthout Walls nmakes it a part of the GW

canpus sharing both resources and enabling

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

159

(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

160

students to get a better feel for a
collegiate environnment. This plan is about
nore than just noving G W student housing
towards nore G W student housi ng and
| nprovi ng upon the physical structure at
2130 G Street, N W

The devel opnent plan is about
bettering the community that makes up Foggy
Bottom It's about aiding the university
and inproving its relationship with the
nei ghbor hood and about hel ping a hi gh school
further devel opnent academ cally by
devel opi ng physically.

M5. WONG Good evening. M nane
Is Serena Wng and | reside on 3308
Cat hedral Avenue, NNW | ama senior at
School Wthout Walls and | have the pleasure
as serving as the 2006-2007 Student
Gover nnment Associ ation President.

| have with ne today a petition
signed by the students at School W thout

Walls and it states that "whereas the School
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Wthout Walls Student Governnent
Associ ation, SGA, agree to fully support the
Case No. 0617 DCPS and G W, whereas the SGA
represents a 350 nenber student body of
School Wthout Walls, be it resolved the SGA
will validate support with the petition in
favor of the Case No. 0617 DCPS and G W, "
signed by students of the School Wthout
Wal | s community.

| have attended School Wt hout
Wall s for four years now and | and nany
students |ike nyself have endured a
deteriorating school building while gaining
an educati onal experience at School Wt hout
Walls. Although this is the best public
hi gh school in the city, our building is
literally falling apart. It is a fire
hazard and it is unhealthy to be in.

One of the nmain problens at
School Wthout Walls is that of inadequate
cl assroons for the students to learn in.

Many of our classroons are crowded and are
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hard to access. Sone cl assroons were
initially designed to have 25 students.
However, later the roons had to be separated
into two to allow students to study at

School Wthout Walls, thus a roomthat was
originally built for 25 students now fits 50
students.

In addition to cutting standard
roons in half to accommobdate students, nany
cl assroons were designed poorly, making it
difficult for both parents and students to
access them For instance, when you enter
the second floor and ask to find a math
teacher, you find her roomis enbedded into
anot her teacher's room Not only is such
bui | di ng construction confusing for
students, but it is also disruptive for
those already learning in the classroom

The rel ationshi p between the
George Washington University and the Schoo
Wthout Walls is an inportant one. As

menti oned by those who spoke earlier, we
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represent a programfor the 21st century,
one that uses its city as a classroom

bri ngs new and i nnovative teaching

techni ques for students and nost inportantly
I nspires students to | earn.

Attendi ng a school across the
street froma prestigious university such as
t he George Washi ngton University gives
School Wthout Walls students many who m ght
ot herw se may never have dreaned of
attendi ng coll ege or achieving a higher
education, a goal and opportunity to be
energed in a high positive and inspiring
| ear ni ng envi ronnent .

The proposed renovation plan wll
provi de an i nproved educati on environnent
for both the School Wthout Walls and George
Washi ngton University students and w |
update and repair the environnental
hazar dous G ant School buil ding.

Furthernore, renovated School Wthout Walls

building wll foster a greater relationship
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bet ween the citizens of the Foggy Bottom
community and its students. Thus, this plan
must be carried out for the benefit of all
partici pants.

Thank you for the opportunity to
testify before the Zoning Conm ssi on today.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Thank you.
Very wel | done.

Let ne ask, M. My, | picked the
three on the back, the three screens on the
back, do you want to go ahead? If you'd
i ke some nore tine.

MR MAY: Yes, we'd |ike about
two mnutes on this.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: That's fi ne.
|"mgoing to allow you --

MR. MAY: We're having sone
technical difficulty. Between ny conputer
and your system | couldn't quite get it al
to work.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: But we can

| ook on these three screens.
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MR MAY: | wish | could get rid
of all the extra stuff on the screen, but
this is as good as | could get it.

CHAI RPERSON HOCD: Ckay, and |I'm
goi ng to ask everybody else to just hold
your seat until we finish the presentation.

(Slide presentation.)

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Is that it?

M5. BAGWELL: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON HOCD: Do you have
cl osing remarks?

M5. BAGWELL: That concl udes our
testinony and we hope that this Conmm ssion
grants the application that's before you
this evening and we are avail able for any
questions that you may have.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Ckay. Thank
you. Comm ssioners, any questions?

Conmmi ssi oner Jeffries?

COW SSI ONER JEFFRI ES: M.
Bagwel |, are there shared facilities? |

mean are the students able to use all the
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facilities or certain facilities at GW? |
mean what's the extent of that? | thought
soneone, nmaybe you nentioned that there
wasn't a gymmasi um or sonething, so | just
want to get the extent of what those shared
facilities are.

M5. BAGAELL: Yes, we do use the
athletic facilities at the University. O
course, we use their -- they don't have a
cafeteria, they have the Marvin Center and
it's very close to our school, so when our
students want to each lunch in a very safe
and secure environnent, they can go over to
the Marvin Center which is reasonably priced
as other college students are participating
and eating there.

Qur students also are able to
walk to the Metro with the increased canpus
police that are there and adds a double
| evel of public safety for our students in
terns of being on a coll ege canpus.

On Wednesdays, we have adj unct
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faculty and we have col | ege students who are
comng into our building. Sone of the
students at G W serve as tutors for our
students who are having difficulty with the
rigor of the curriculumthat's there.
That's been a very successful program |'d
ask M. May or Ms. Vollin to add to what |
have just said.

M5. VOLLIN:  Thank you. All
want to say is as the librarian and all the
faculty here knows, we used the Gel man
Li brary and the other acconpanying libraries
which is very beneficial for the research
process. They're able to use collegiate
resources and they're able to get
schol arshi p resources of which we cannot
al ways obtain on our neager budget. And so
the library is a very essential part of the
educational program at our school.

COW SSI ONER JEFFRI ES:  Just for
nmy understanding, |'mfrom Chicago. | nean

the University of Chicago has the Lab
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School. So is this sort of simlar to
sonething like that? It's just a high
school that happens to be on a canpus and is
able to take advantage of all the

schol arshi p and the academ ci an conmunity
and so forth?

O is it sonething nore?

M5. PANETTE: | think it's
sonet hing nore and sonething different and
|'ve worked with the faculty |ong enough to
know that all of themwho are still in the
room that's a word that they don't like to
use, "Lab School" -- no offense to G W that
the idea of a Lab School --

COMW SSI ONER JEFFRI ES: No, that
was the University of Chicago.

M5. PANETTE: Yes, | know. No
offense to GW, but that's what they m ght
|ike to do, but a Lab School is sort of an
experi mental school, not experinental, but
iIt's a place for a university educationa

departnent to try out and approach.
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School Wthout Walls has its own
approach which is the city is the classroom
It includes a | ot of work that goes on
outside of the building, the physical
bui | di ng beyond what happens with GW So
the partnership wth GW is a big piece of
what we do, but we are not a Lab School of
t he university.

COMWM SSI ONER JEFFRIES: So why
hasn't it been duplicated in the District?

M5. PANETTE: | believe DCPS is
tal king about attenpting to duplicate.

COW SSI ONER JEFFRIES:  It's a
great idea, MDonald s right?

(Laughter.)

M5. PANETTE: Part of what nekes
and | think Andre spoke to this or Serena,
part of what nmakes School Wthout Walls so
I ncredi bly special is its size and nost of
the high schools in the city are nuch | arger
than Walls. Walls is a place where students

not only have access to the G W canpus,
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t hey have an open canpus which | think no
ot her high school has, that they can | eave
t he canpus during the day w thout sort of
speci al perm ssi on.

They al so have incredible -- you
can't fall through the cracks at Walls.
You're known by the faculty and they're
goi ng to push every student to achi eve.
They believe that every student is going to
graduate. They believe that every student
can go to college. And there are students
that enter the school who are |ess well
prepared than many of the other students,
but by the tine they | eave, they are
prepared for college.

COMW SSI ONER JEFFRI ES: Ckay.

M5. BAGAELL: Comm ssioner, may |
add, we also use the facilities for our
auction. That's one of our chief
fundrai sers for the HSA associ ation and the
University has allowed us to use the GW

Medi a Center which is a wonderf ul
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auditorium W' ve hosted the auction there
for the last four or five years.

I n addition, for graduation, we
use the Lisner Auditoriumor if we need to
have a big neeting and we need | ots of
parents there, of course, we can't
accommodat e | arge neetings in the school,
and so we ook to the University to offer us
a space. |f you have 351 students and you
have 100 percent participation fromthe
parents, our building cannot accommobdate
that capacity. And so in those settings,
the University is kind enough to also allow
us to use their facilities.

COW SSI ONER JEFFRI ES: Ckay,
that's fine. And the other question | have
whi ch actually mght be for GW, and that
Is | was trying to get ny arns around, it
m ght have been in this fairly vol um nous
file that we have here, the overall plan,
when this building is going to be renovated,

I"mjust trying to get a sense of what the

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

172

plan is in ternms of education and novi ng
peopl e, students fromone facility to
another, | nmean, I'"'mnot really clear on
t hat .

| don't know if you can answer it

M5. PANETTE: We can answer. |
don't think anyone has addressed the fact
that G W uses the building in the evenings
and al so the School Wthout Walls students
are eligible to take 100 cl asses a year at
G W, that that's provided to the students,
It's actually students and the faculty.

MR TROE SH. M nane is Richard
Trogish. | reside at 4413 16th Street, N E.
|'ve been the principal since August 7th. |
took this job to help renovate the buil ding.
This is ny third renovation. The chall enges
I nvolved wwth this project are enornous.

The politics and comng froma small state
| i ke Rhode Island and to WAshi ngt on where

the size of the school district is probably
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smal l er than many school districts that |'ve
worked in and the politics involved really
make a true chal |l enge.

The question of where do we go
when the renovation is going on is an
unknown until we get approval fromthe
Zoni ng Conm ssi on, because in terns of
master plan, facilities plan for DCPS, until
we're approved, we don't know when -- the
tinme frame of when we're going to have to
nove.

So there are many areas that
we're sort of up in the air. Because of the
time frame of the master plan for renovation
of all the high schools and other schools in
DCPS, the faster we are able to get our
project on the road, the better chanced we
have of being in a closer proximty to GW

We know that some of the schools
are being, 3 mllion square feet of DCPS
cl assroons are being closed down and school s

are consolidating. So we're hoping to be
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able to squeak in to a space not far from
where we exi st now for hopefully for a year
and be able to continue our close
relationship with GW

The master plan at this point and
It's supposedly witten in sand, not in
cenment, is for us to relocate in Logan
School which is next to Union Station which
I s a considerable distance fromGW W ar
working to set up collaborative
rel ationships wth other high schools within
the area of GW It's on the drawi ng board
with the Task Force. W' re having a neeting
wi th the National Conm ssion on Teachi ng
Arerica's Future as well as GW wth
Cardoza Hi gh School, Ellington H gh School,
McKi nl ey Tech, School Wthout Walls and
we' re hoping Francis Junior H gh School .

In order to replicate -- we won't
call it a Lab School, but the excellence of
a School Wthout Walls literally sonetines

because |'mthe one who had to cl ose the
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| i brary, because we were worried about
student safety. W're hoping to cone up
with a coll aborative effort so that we can
replicate the excellent teaching of the
School Wthout Walls for the DCPS system
W thin the geographic area of GW so that
It can be replicated in other sites in the
city and nationally.

So yes, with a 21st century
facility, we feel that we're going to be
able to replicate the nodel, provide
excel l ent teachers and the necessary
structure and di scipline which enables ny
students fromall over the city, not just
from Foggy Bottom and you' ve seen the
statistics, be successful and prepared to be
responsi ble citizens in the 21st century.

COMW SSI ONER JEFFRI ES:  The ot her
question, do you have a sense, you said
you' ve done this before, | nean are we
tal king 12 nonths, 18 nonths?

MR TROG SH. The projection so
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dependi ng when everything is approved and
al so finding the swng space in an
appropriate area. So we're waiting or |I'm
wai ting for your decision and hopefully to
nove forward to expedite the process for ny
students because as you saw in one of the
slides, we have a parent who i s handi capped,
who has one student graduate from ny schoo
and has never been inside the building
because there is no handi cap accessibility.
She's immobilized in a wheel chair. Those
kind of things in any other school in any
other state in the United States woul d not
be all owed. The school would be shut down.

So our school is special. Qur
school provides education for everyone
t hroughout the city and wll be a nodel and
Is a nodel of excellence for DCPS and the
nati on.

COMWM SSI ONER JEFFRI ES:  Thank

you.
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CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Any ot her
questions? | just want to say to the two
young folks, it's good to see you out here
and involved in the process, so continue to
keep doi ng what you' re doing.

| wll say that School Wt hout
Walls, while |"mnot too versed on it, but
|"m here tonight. Now | | ook here on the
board, students across the board, students
fromall wards are comng to School Wt hout
Wal | s because you hear of kids talk about
they want to go to School Wthout Walls.
I"mnot all up on the school system It's
obvi ous there's a good curricul um of
education going on. Wen | |ooked at the
site and I'"mnot putting ny position out
there. Wien | | ook at the video, | can
obvi ously see that's not necessarily
anything attractive for me to run to.

(Laughter.)

"' m not saying that in making

light of it, |I'mbeing very serious here
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because nost people want to be in a
conduci ve environnent and |I'msure that's
consi stent across the District of Col unbia.
But | hear kids, |'ve seen kids get very
upset when they have not been accepted to
the School Wthout Walls, so obviously you
all are doing sonething well and maybe -- |
don't know, nmaybe | need to stop by and see
what's goi ng on because obviously it's a
dr aw.

But anyway, Comm ssioner Turner?

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL:  Thank
you, M. Chairman. You could join M. Muy
and you coul d go.

(Laughter.)

| just wanted to carry on with
Conmmi ssi oner Jeffries coments about -- |
just wanted to get sone nore -- on the
partnership wwth GW, it sounds |ike your
I D card gets you into the library. [Is that
24/ 7? 1s it the sane hours as a GW

st udent ?
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M5. WONG | can answer that
question. To have access to the CGel man
Library, there are two processes. One is if
you first off take classes at G W and that
Is for students that are juniors and seniors
and once you get registered for a GW cl ass
you are given a GW ID, so you can use that
IDto get into the library.

The other process is through the
school where they issue, where a teacher
woul d i ssue a student pass that woul d have
the teacher's nanme, your nane and the
school's seal on it and you show it to the
| i brarian or whoever is in charge of the
process of letting students into the library
and they would allow themto cone in.

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL: So you
just don't walk in?

M5. WONG No, you have to show
sonme sort of identification that you bel ong
to School Wthout Walls.

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL:  And t hat
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woul d get you in 24/7 or whenever the hours

M5. WONG  Yes, whenever the
library is open.

COMM SSI ONER TURNBULL: On the
cafeteria, do you get the sane prices as a
G W student then for nmeal s?

M5. WONG | suppose |I'l| address
that as well. Yes, the prices are the sane
for both students and G W

COMWM SSI ONER TURNBULL: Wbul d t he
| dea be of the library, once you get your
| i brary back up and running, is there any
way of tying in wwith GW's library systen?
s that the concept in the future?

M5. VOLLIN: | can speak to that
right now W already have a partnership
and Serena el oquently spoke about the 11th
and 12th graders and a | ot of the teachers
know here that we have the pass process, but
also we're allowed to take our classes over

to GW and use their facilities, nostly
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because they have a | ot of databases,

el ectroni c databases and they do have the
book and print resources that we do not have
because of our small and crunmbling facility.

And we do have the library up and
running. It is actually running now, and we
have purchased sone el ectronic resources,
but the kind of students that we're trying
to put out here, the kind of research
excell ence we're trying to teach them we do
need that partnership wth Gelman Library
for the facility, that process.

We have a partnership where we
can take our classes there. They can have
cl asses taught by their librarians. A |ot
of themare pre-taught by ne at tines and
that's an on-goi ng process and our students
are just able to feel free to go over there
wth a pass or an ID like Serena said. But
we share the resources as well. W have
sone of their databases that we have access

to.
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COW SSI ONER TURNBULL: Do you
find a lot of your graduates go on to
col | ege canpuses all over the country, do
they stay regional? Do nany go to GW?

MR TROE SH: Fromny |limted
experience and | think Ms. Harris could
probably answer this better because she has
nore of a longitudinal study that students
apply to any college in the United States
and are successful.

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL: Do you
see a lot going to GW?

MR TROGA SH: | think there's a
strong relationship. | don't have a
per cent age?

M5. HARRIS: Can | just say one
little thing? Sheila Harris.

(Laughter.)

Vice principal. School Wthout
Wal | s students are everywhere. They're from
all of the lvies, the HBCUs. They stretch

fromBoston to Mam and abroad as wel .
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For the last three years, | think it has
been 100 percent graduation rate, 100
percent college matricul ation rate.

COMM SSI ONER TURNBULL: | think
that's excellent. That's trenmendous. | was
just curious the correlation with how many
students mght go to GW |Is there a draw,
that they get excited while they' re there?

M5. HARRIS: | think the drawis
that not necessarily to GW per se, but
just the draw of a coll ege canpus. You
know, actually Walls students do not think
that they're high school students. They
truly believe that they are coll ege
st udent s.

(Laughter.)

They just happen to be in the
ni nt h grade.

(Laughter.)

But that's the kind of spirit
that Walls and hopefully other schools in

the District and beyond shoul d be pushing
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for. That's the spirit that we want to
pl ace in our students.

COW SSI ONER TURNBULL:  Thank
you. Thank you.

MR TROEA SH. If | could just
comrent one nore thing. The School W thout
Walls is the only school in the D strict
w thout a netal detector. Qur security
guard is probably retired at |east once,
maybe tw ce.

(Laughter.)

And our students are trusted and
as was nentioned before, are the only
students in the District who have off-canpus
privileges within a certain zone within a
certain boundary of the school.

So when they cone to school, they
know that they're here to work and | earn.
They know that our school is a dream nmaker.
It's a dream naker for anybody who gets in
and that's why people who don't get in are

So upset about it because of the success,
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and the anount of schol arshi ps that our
students obtain, and with a 21st century
bui | ding, wth expanded capacity, we'll be
able to make a | ot nore students realize

t heir dreans.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Let ne ask
this panel if there are any other questions?

Ckay, the Applicant, any
questions? Any cross exam nation?

ANC? That's it. GCkay. Thank
you. Thank you all for your testinony.

W' re going to nove as fast as
possible and I'Il tell you why. Because
It's about 9:20 and | just heard from Ms.
Harris, we have sone ninth graders. | don't
know i f we have ninth graders here to
testify, but tonorrow when the school bel
rings, | don't want anybody to say they were
down at the Zoning Conm ssion and they held
us up all night |ong.

(Laughter.)

Ckay, let nme get in a quick

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS

1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

mnute to get thenselves together. Let ne
call the proponents first and if it sounds

| i ke your name, it's close to it, just cone
on up front. Witney Watress, Andy Shall al,
Bill Schechter, Robert O Sullivan.
Hopefully, | didn't butcher your nanmes too
bad.

Let ne just add, if there's
anyone who is here in support, when | cal
your nane, you just want to raise your hand,
you don't feel you need to testify, just
rai se your hand and ny coll eagues and | wl|
acknow edge you as being here in support.

Ckay, |'m m ssing soneone. Wo
am | mssing? Witney Watress, okay. Andy
Shallal. S HA-L-L-A-L. Gay. Robert
O Sullivan. GCkay. WMadeleine Hall? You
just raised your hand. Ckay, | got you.
We're doing all right already. Thank you
for comng down. We know what your
testi nony woul d have been.

Ckay, Ms. Watress, if you can

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

186

(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

187

begi n.

M5. WATRESS: (Good evening. M
name is Wiitney Watress. | live at 3318 14'"
Street, N.E. Thank you for the opportunity
to testify this evening.

| want to share one other
perspective about the facilities at Walls,
whi ch canme about as ny being a host parent
to forei gn exchange students who were going
to that school. One of the nice things
about Walls is that it has a very strong
belief in the inportance of cultural
diversity and usually has 10 to 11 exchange
students attendi ng the school

These students cone to the United
States to spend a year here to inprove their
English, and to | earn about the country.
Before com ng, the students wote to ne and
asked ne to tell them about the school that
they would be attending. Wth pleasure,
told themthat Walls is one of the best high

schools in the country. Academcally, it's
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exceptional, wth highly qualified and
commtted teachers who put in enornous hours
of overtine hel ping students. This school
offers a rich academ c program and uses the
city as a classroom It offers a w de range
of sports and extra curricular activities.
The students are wonderful, and conme from
all over the city, and many cul tures.

And then | had to tell the
exchange students about the schools building
i n which this wonderful programis housed.
| had to forewarn themthat they m ght have
to nove their desk to avoid water |eaking
t hrough the roof, or plaster falling. In
the winter, they m ght have to wear their
coats in sone classroons because the w ndows
aren't well-sealed, and the heating is
I neffective. But at the begi nning and end
of the school year, the classroons m ght get
so hot, as to nmake learning virtually
| npossi bl e.

| f the exchange students take a
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science class, they will have to go to the
University of the District of Colunbia for
their Iab work, as Walls has no

| aboratories. There's no cafeteria or

common roomin which to eat. There's no

musi ¢ room If an event involves the entire

school, we go to space that Ceorge

Washi ngton University kindly provides, and
so forth. So one of the first things they
| earn about the United States and the
nation's capitol, is that schools in this
city, even the best ones, are plain and

si npl e, physical dunps.

This is not the nessage that I,
as a resident of Washington, D.C., and an
American citizen |Iike having to communi cate
to students from abroad, |et alone the rest
of this country, so | urge you to approve
this project so that we can finally get the
school that our students deserve.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Ckay. Thank

you. Next, M. Schechter. |'msorry.
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MR, SCHECHTER: My nane is Bil
Schechter. |'mhere this evening
representing ny wife, Caudia, and nyself.
W' re residents/nei ghbors at 2475 Virginia
Avenue, NW W've been Foggy Bottom
residents at three different | ocations,
including 21° and F for the last 13 years.
| want to talk in support of this PUD for
several reasons that conme from a perspective
as a DC taxpayer, as a supporter of public
school s, and as nei ghbor hood resi dents.

The first, as taxpayers, this
ki nd of Menorandum of Under st andi ng and
Agreenment for the PUD is an outstanding
exanpl e of the kind of public/private
partnerships this city needs in order to
stretch its school nodernization doll ars.
It should becone a nodel, not a singular
exanpl e.

As a supporter of public schools,
we can only applaud GN and its effect in

this partnership over the years. W hope
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that they enlarge their partnership in other
ways, and we trust that DCPS w Il al so take
this as a nodel, and spread it to involve
the other universities in this city in
adopti ng school s, and devel opi ng the sane

ki nds of partnershi ps.

As nei ghbor hood residents, we
whol eheartedly support GN's recently adopted
policy of growi ng up, not out. One of the
many conpl ai nts nei ghbors have repeated over
the years is that not enough students are
housed on canpus. This goes a long way in
correcting that, and other concerns.

Sone opponents have argued
agai nst the use of a PUD for this project.
This project cannot wait for the
consi derati on and adoption of the overal
plan. This needs to nove forward now, as
you' ve heard el oquently expressed by the
previ ous speakers. O hers have argued t hat
this should be done by a re-zoning, but if

we did a re-zoning, where would the val ue be
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that contributes the $12 to the
noder ni zati on project?

O hers have said that this
bui | ding, the dorm wll overwhel mthe
School Wthout Walls. | think you' ve heard
presentations this evening that show t hat
ot hers have al ready approved of this design
and concept, including those who have
specific responsibility on design
consi derations. And we urge you to require
that both the residents hall and the
noder ni zati on expansi on neet the G een
Bui | di ng st andar ds.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  You have | ess
t han 10 seconds.

MR, SCHECHTER: Ckay. The G een
Bui | di ng standards and the LEAD
certification requirenments. And, finally,
we urge that the requirenent for streetscape
and | andscaping restore the tree canopy
that's so necessary in this city.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Ckay. Thank
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you. M. O Sullivan.

MR, O SULLI VAN: Good eveni ng.
My nane is Robert O Sullivan. | reside at
4516 Alton Place, NNW M/ ol der daughter,
Mar ade, graduated from School Wthout Walls
in 2003. She's now a senior at St. Mary's
Col | ege of Maryl and, where she's conpleting
a double major in English and African
St udi es.

At Valls, for the first tine,
Mar ade becanme ent husi asti c about school .
She had gone to a fine elenentary school and
junior high school, but it was at Walls when
she becane excited about classes, became
I nvol ved in extracurricular activities,
particularly enjoyed the atnosphere in being
In the mdst of a college canpus, and the
sense of being given nore personal freedom
and responsibility. School Wthout Walls
benefits enornously fromits location in the
m dst of the canpus of GW and fromits

partnership wth GWN
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To sone extent, the university
facilities make up for the inadequacy of the
school's own facilities, but there's nore to
It than that. The opportunity for Walls
students to take GWNcourses is an attractive
and a special opportunity for themto get
early experience at the challenge of college
work. For a small school, Walls has an
| npressive range of unusual courses of its
own, including the African literature course
that inspired Marade to design her coll ege
doubl e maj or.

The program at Walls in unique,
It's available to qualified students from
all over the city, and it represents one of
the few successes of the DC Public Schools.
The program succeeded, al so, because of
partnerships within the school anong
students, and teachers, and parents, and
adm ni strators, as well as rel ationships
W th community organi zati ons and corporate

partners, and the continuing invol venent of
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al umi throughout the city. Parents are
actively in the school. Wen ny daughter
was there, | was on the LSRT and the HSA.
Wth another parent, | started a girl's
soccer program and continue to be the
coach, which is a lot of fun.

Wal |s has no athletic facility of
Its own, but the team has still won three
consecutive public school chanpionshi ps.
Still, there are limts to what can be
achieved in athletics or academ cs by
muddl i ng through and trying to do nore with
| ess. A 21° century high school program
shoul d not have to operate in a 19'" century
el ementary school buil ding.

It seens to nme that opposition to
the project stens |largely from general
nei ghbor hood ant agoni smtoward GW
University. As a resident of Anerican
Uni versity Park and a parishioner of Holy
Trinity Church in CGeorgetown, | understand

very well that a university can sonetines be
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a difficult neighbor, but this project is
not just another university expansion. It
represents an outgrowth of a partnership
that the university has fornmed for the
public school that serves the entire city.

By making the renovation of Walls
possi ble, GNis acting as a good nei ghbor to
the entire city. The application for the
renovati on deserves to be approved on its
own nerits, and not get involved as anot her
epi sode in sonme town controversy.

My daughter wants to teach in the
DC Public Schools. Last summer she worked
as a teacher's aide at Walls.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  You have 10
seconds.

MR, O SULLIVAN: | hope that a
few years fromnow she's able to return to
teach at her alma mater, but in a facility
that's appropriate for the program Thank
you very nuch.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Thank you.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

197

Col | eagues, any questions of this panel ?
Any cross exam of the Applicant, ASC, HSA?
Ckay. Thank you. Let ne correct sonething
|'"ve been saying all evening. | want to see
sone young people cone to the table, too,
now. | nean, you know, young people have a
say-so, and everybody don't just raise your
hand. Sone of you all | want to cone see.

M5. BAGWNELL: The testinony is --

CHAI RPERSON HOCD: If you have
sonme testinony -- Ms. Bagwell, we can't have
comrents fromthe audience. |'mjust making
a statenent, but | do want to see sone young
fol ks cone to the table, so everybody j ust
don't raise your hand. Fredrieka Kraner,
Raf ael Suarez, Kevin Valentine, and Rachel
May. Ms. Kraner.

M5. KRAMER: M nane is Fredrieka
Kramer. | reside at 387 O Street, S. W,
Washi ngt on, 20024. Thank you for the
opportunity to let ne express ny support for

t he renovati on of Schools Wthout Walls.
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"1l make this very quick, so that | don't
repeat other points that were nmade, but
enphasi ze two points.

You've heard a |l ot of testinony
about the extraordinary educati onal
achi evenent of Walls. You may be | ess
famliar wwth the extraordinary m x of
students, people have tal ked about students
coming fromall parts of the city, but there
I s al so anot her special mx at Walls. There
are academ c superstars and others with the
talents and desire, but not the tools to
achieve. There are students of every col or
and every economc |evel, fromevery
econom c | evel there are students from
famlies who al ready achi eved, and from
t hose who are struggling and will advance
only through the success of their children.

The inportant point is that
Wal | s' students socialize, and bond, and
support each other across all the |ines that

so often divide us. The school 1s a nodel,
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an unusual nodel for the devel opnent of the
social and ethical standards that we try to
reach through the experience of education,
and we so often fail to achieve in other
venues.

Wth specific respect to the
renovation plans, | would say that |
generally think [ ess fancy environnments are
character-building, and generally | ook
askance at spendi ng noney on physi cal
| nprovenents over faculty and curricul um
The physical condition at Walls, the
precarious electrical system the condition
of the roof and the library underneath, the
| ack of communal space, and all the rest
that you've heard and seen go far beyond
| ssues of character-building, and really
threaten the ability of the school to
continue to deliver quality education. |
just urge you to support the opportunity to
preserve and advance this gemin the crown

of DC s Public School system As nuch as |
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anticipate ny separation anxi ety when ny son
goes off to college next year, | will be
prof oundly sad, nyself, to |leave the Wall s
community. | intend to continue to support
it as long as | can define a useful role for
nyself, and | hope you will support it, as
wel | . Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Thank you.
M. Suarez.

MR, SUAREZ: Menbers of the
Commttee, | am Rafael Suarez at 4536
Fesenton Street, N. W, Washington, D.C.
20016. | am a nenber of both the Walls
community and the GNcomunity. | take

cl asses at both. Over the years | have been

at Wlls, | have had an exceptiona
experience at the school. Fromthe nonent |
got there, |I've had the freedomto power ny

own | earning, and to get the education I
desi red.
Walls is Iike a springboard for

me, providing nme the force to get where |
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want to be. In ny first year there, | was
having ny classes at the National Gllery,
and taking trips to the Kennedy Center,
opening nmy eyes to new experiences in the
arts. Cone that sumrer, | was able to nake
my own study plan for the sumer so | could
skip pre-calculus and go directly into AP
Calc. Also, in tenth grade, when | noticed
ny school |acked an introductory conputer
course, | was able to wite it nyself,
propose it to the admnistration, and teach
It with another qualified student.
Continuing on that vein, Walls allows any
group of three or nore students who can find
a sponsor to forma club. Wth two ot her
students, | founded a technol ogy group that
repai red the school's aging technol ogica
resources, and put together a new library
medi a center for the students.

One gl aring issue, however,
marred all this freedom | would arrive at

the school in the norning, and there woul d
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be an inch of snow on the third floor, or
there woul d be paint flakes draining off the
ceiling onto the conputers | had just spent
two weeks fixing, clogging the fans, and
killing the machines. |'m asthmatic, and
even though it's a fairly mnor case, | find
It difficult to breathe in certain parts of
the building. [It's hard to pass finals

wi t hout sufficient oxygen.

My junior year, things went from
bad to worse. A piece of the ceiling
actually fell on soneone, and a wall - nount ed
television fell off the wall. This
continues. Even today, a light fixture cane
down striking a student full in the face.
He's actually here tonight. The Wl
students are an industrious bunch, and we
wor k hard agai nst adverse conditions, but
some things are just too nuch. These
conditions destroy |earning materials, too.

Only one week after buying a

significantly expensive cal cul us book for ny
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GWmath course, it was destroyed by indoor
rain. Every weekend | have to drape trash
bags over the server in case of rain. |
taught nyself the business grade

t echnol ogi es running on that server, and
It's painful to see a machine fail to boot
due to rain or dust.

The students of Walls are the
city's best and brightest. W strive for a
hi gher standard. It's awfully hard to keep
t hose standards when the AC doesn't work on
an 80 degree day, and neither does the water
f ount ai n.

Join nme in saying yes to this
resolution so we can rebuild Walls, and help
Its students achieve a brighter tonorrow

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Thank you.

M. Val enti ne.

MR. VALENTINE: G eetings,
Menbers of the Panel. M nane is Kevin L.
Valentine, Jr. | currently reside at 327

Webster Street, N.W, Wshington, D.C. |
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woul d also like to shed light on a few

t hi ngs that haven't been touched on so
heavily, it's been nade nore than lucid, the
academ c prowess of School Wthout Walls,

but I would Iike to address a few things
concerning the community of the school by

| ooki ng at points, such as parents, alumi,
students, and teachers.

My sister graduated fromthis
school in 2003, and |'ve been able to watch
her class comunity that graduated in 2003,
they all keep in contact now. They are all
going on to do their successful things in
their own individual areas. She's a mmjor
I n broadcast journalismat Tenple
Uni versity, and she every summer hangs out
with her other friends who are al so doing
well in other schools all up and down the
east coast, and all over the country, for
that matter.

Parents, we have a nunber of

parents here tonight, parents of al umi
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still come back and give to the school. W
have a nunber of alummi that are here
toni ght, here giving back - Andre, | saw
Ri cky here earlier, and they all cone back
and they give back to the school. And we
have students that go to the school now that
know al umi .

One exanple, I'"'min the O ass of
2007, and | know an al umi 2001, | saiah
Thomas, he graduated in 2001, and he
recently just called nme up and asked ne if |
needed any type of help for ny senior year.
That's kind of community that we have at
School Wthout Walls, soneone six years ny
predecessor at the school is still calling
me, asking ne if | need any help, asking ne
I f | need any gui dance, any nentorship.

The student rel ationships - the
student rel ationshi ps have been wonderful .
As M. Trogish has addressed earlier, we're
the only school w thout netal detectors, and

that isn't for no reason. | mean, we have
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no violence in the school, generally.
There's just about no violence. Al the
students know each other, and we are all one
big happy famly. And we also have a

wonder ful community of teachers.

One exanple, Ms. Pokerack, who's
here tonight. W have a Senior Thesis,
which is 20-pages, and we are all assigned
mentors. Each teacher has about four or
five nentors, sone maybe even seven or
ei ght, dependi ng on which topic the students
are in. She's teaching baseball topic,
which is the topic of nmy thesis. And |I've
nmet with her alone the past week at | east
four tines, and |I'mone of her maybe four or
five other nentors, | nean, nentees, who
al so neet wwth her all during the week.
She's given up her tinme during lunch, after
school, sone teachers even cone before
school. They have clearly schedul ed office
hours where they offer help, any extra

gui dance, as well as our staff, who's also
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offered tine. |'ve net with Ms. |saac

mul tiple tinmes getting the schedul e
together. 1've also net with M. Trogi sh
multiple tines. And, to nme, any school that
fosters such an environnent of |ove and care
Is worth renovating. Thank you very nuch
for your tine.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Good man.

Rachel May.

M5. MAY: (Good evening. M nane
Is Rachel May. | live at 1762 Kil borne
Place, NW [I'mcurrently a senior at the

School Wthout Walls Senior H gh School.
For years, the School Wthout Walls has been
a place for hundreds of the District's
students to cone and expand their m nds.
The institution has produced worl d | eaders
and influential nmenbers of every part of
soci ety.

School Wthout Walls has given
greatly to its students, and the students

have, in turn, given back greatly to the
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community. Now it is time for the cycle to
be conpleted, and for this city to give back
to the school.

In these four years that | have
attended our institution, there have been
numer ous runors about reconstruction and
rel ocation. In fact, there are stories from
students 10 years mny senior conveying
simlar ideas. In the end, it just turned
out that runors is a perfectly fitting term
for what has been going on. Several ideas
have been thrown out, but no actua
resol uti on has been achieved. The sad truth
I's, although School Wthout Walls is hone to
sonme of the city's best and brightest, it is
also in terrible condition, with |eaky
roofs, peeling walls, and floor damage in
al nost every classroom Qur buil ding does
not reflect the image that our students work
so hard to uphol d.

| can say from experience that it

I's highly distracting, and not conducive to
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ny education, when half of a class period is
spent worryi ng about where in the classroom
students can sit w thout being rained on,
wor ryi ng about whether students in Senora
Deanne's classroomw th fall through the
floor to pay a visit to Ms. Pokerack is
simlarly unacceptabl e.

The bottomline is, the students
and teachers of the School Wthout Walls
deserve better |earning and working
conditions. W all have been extrenely
flexible and resilient, thus far, but it is
time for a change. Wth a new building, we
will not only be proud of the concept of the
School Wthout Walls and its achi evenents,
we can al so be proud of our buil ding.

Speaki ng on behal f of nyself and
nmy classmates, we are ready to be proud. W
want to be eager to enter a building that we
can call our own. Many of us, and | can
call on people here, spend nore tinme in our

week at school than we do at hone. Based on
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that fact, alone, we should be confortable
in either environnent. | would ask for you
to help the School Wthout Walls to becone a
fine institution theoretically and
physi cal ly, by hel ping us to approve our
pl ans for reconstruction.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Thank you.
Thank you all to the panel. Coll eagues, any

questions of this panel? Ckay. Any cross

exam nation? |'mjust going to say any
cross exam- and |I'mgoing to look - I'm not
going to go through it. I'mjust going to

| ook at you, and when you shake your head,
"1l know. Okay. Okay. Thank you all.

Ckay. N na Dutton, Marcus Dean,
Al exi s Johnson, and Zachary May. And if |
mess up anybody's nanme, | apol ogi ze. Just
correct me when you start. W're going to
start with N na Dutton

M5. DUTTON:. My nane is N na
Dutton, and I ama Senior at the School

Wthout Walls, and | |live at 5722 Nevada
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Avenue, N. W, Washington, D.C. Thank you
very much for the opportunity to speak
tonight. | would like to focus on sone of
the problens found in the School Wt hout
Wal | s building, and the effects of these
probl ens, environnental ly, academ cally, and
physically. And in the |last case, for both
the Walls community, as well as those not
connected with the school at all

First, there is inadequate space
I n the school building. Al though Walls
continues to support the high quality
program many of the people who have spoken
toni ght have di scussed, the student
popul ation is grow ng, so nore and better
desi gned spaces are needed to accommobdat e
this gromh. For decades, we have been
usi ng cl assroons half the size of standard
ones, and dealing wth awkward and wast ed
space created by dividing larger roons in
order to have enough classroons just for a

hi gh school teaching system
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We cannot continue attenpting to
| earn in certain cranped cl assroons, where
It can be very difficult to nove around. |
once had a class where the desks had to be
pl aced so cl ose together that sone people
had wi ggle out of their seats under their
desks just to get up if the rest of the
cl ass was seat ed.

Second, the poor condition of the
buil ding allows the elenents to cone in and
damage materials and equi pnent vital to the
| ear ni ng experience, as many people have
al so nentioned. Miltiple lIeaks in the
library ceiling nean that rain can damage
books and conputers we need. Such probl ens
can al so prevent us fromconcentrating on
our work, and making the nost of the
opportunities a Wal Il s' educati on provides.
For exanple, | renenber a math test one
w nter when it began to snow on one of ny
cl assmates, not through an open w ndow, but

t hrough a hol e near the ceiling.
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Additionally, a great deal of
energy is wasted at our school as a result
of structural problens. The nost apparent
exanple of this is the distribution of heat
in the building. In the wnter when the
heat is on, the third floor is generally too
hot, and the second and first floors are
often too cold. It also depends on if a
cl assroom opens onto the main foyer of a
floor, in which case it's too hot, or a
smal | hal |l way made when one cl assroom has
been divided in two, where it is probably
cold. The heat gets turned up when cold
peopl e conpl ain, but then those on the third
fl oor have to open windows to stay cool, and
wast e energy doing so.

The hazards at Walls range from
the nerely disruptive, to the potentially
dangerous. The perpetually crunbling
ceiling and wall of Room 308 caused ne to
need to brush debris off ny seat every

norning in ninth grade, and tenporarily
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di spl aced cl asses | ast year.

More di sturbing are the col onies
of nmold growing in the hallway off of Room
305, on a classroomwall in Room 205, and
many ot her places. Bricks and pieces of
slate have fallen off the roof of the
bui |l di ng onto the sidewal k out si de,
endangering Walls' students, faculty, and
staff, as well as anyone in the nei ghborhood
passi ng by.

Qur agreenent with George
Washi ngton University is crucial to the
solution of these problens. |If not for the
agreenent, Walls would not have the neans to
properly renovate and ensure the efficiency
of the building, and the safety of the
community interacting with it. The success
of Walls and its students depends on nany
factors, not |east of which is the
envi ronment where we do our best to |earn.
Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Next, M.
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Dean, Marcus Dean.

MR. DEAN. Good evening. M nane
I's Marcus Dean of 2016 Newton Street, N E.
and I'malso a Senior. School Wthout Walls
has al ways been a culturally diverse school,
and it is known for its academ c excell ence.
Because of its reputation, many students
across the District of Colunbia depend on
School Wthout WaAlls to be their next step
I n receiving a higher education.

Al t hough t he educati on bei ng
taught is sufficient, the educationa
environnment is not suitable for the
students. There are various health hazards,
and dangerous opportunities that can affect
the students, as well as the school staff.
These issues are caused because of the old
age of the school, but they can easily be
resolved wth the renovation of the
bui | di ng.

Since the building is old, the

wall s contain nold and asbestos. This
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matter is a serious health hazard. Students
and teachers are breathing i n dangerous
fumes fromthe walls over five hours each
day. This issue can lead to serious
respiratory problens in the future.

School Wthout Walls is
practically falling apart, and needs to be
restored before any students get injured.
Many roons contain cracks and holes in the
ceilings, that create many problens. Last
year in ny Physics class, a piece fromthe
ceiling fell, and alnost hit a student on
top of the head. The holes in the ceiling
allow water to cone into the buil ding when
It rains, as previously nentioned, so as we
heard from M. Suarez, when it rains, bags
must be used in order to protect facilities
and equi pnent, such as the library and the
school's conputers. In the PE classroom
can literally see the huge crack in the
m ddle of the ceiling dividing the roomin

hal f .
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Al so, when there is a | ot of
novenent in the classroomdirectly above,
the crack looks as if it is trying to open.
Wen | sit alone in the basenent class,
can literally hear the runbling and
crackling sounds fromwithin the walls as if
the roomis about to collapse. Wthin the
sanme classroom | had to help ny teacher
nove bookshel ves just so they could cover
t he huge hol es caused by the termtes so
that the room could | ook presentable, and
al so, to prevent students from stunbling
because of them

School Wthout Walls has al ways
been inportant to ne, because it provides ne
Wi th a great education and new experiences.
It also allows nme to conplete ny goal s and
It prepares ne well for college. |
experience many different cultures through
the diversity of School Wthout Walls.
These are few of many reasons why it is

definite that other students across the
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District wll continue to cone to our
school, and it is inperative that School
Wthout Walls nust be renovat ed.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Thank you.
Ms. Johnson.

M5. JOHNSON: Good evening. M
name is Alexis Johnson. | live at 1358
Bar naby Terrace, S.E. M experience with
School Wthout Walls started in the school
year 2004-2005. | was a sophonore who was
ready to learn at the best high school in
the District. |'ve also had experiences
with water falling on ny head, and paint
peeling on ny clothing. These experiences
are di sappoi nting because the students at
School Wthout Walls should not be subject
to these conditions.

| love this school because it
offers great opportunities. | amnow a
senior, and | will mss the school. | bet
you're all wondering why | care if the

school is renovated or not. | thought about

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

219

this when | first |earned about the plan,
and | do care. | care because there are
ot her students who care about their
education, and deserve the sane opportunity
that | have received at School Wthout
Wal | s.

| was able to take a peek into ny
future field of law at an internship. |'m
able to earn college credits at great
uni versities, such as George Washi ngt on and
Sout heastern University. |I'malso able to
travel outside of the school for lunch and
cl asses. These opportunities wll continue
to thrive if the conditions at the schoo
were better.

|"m hurt that people feel that
t he students do not deserve a safe and
heal t hy environnment in which to broaden
their mnds. These conditions are not safe
or healthy. The renovation of the building
will notivate students to |learn, the

building wll have a new science | ab, which
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will allow students to explore experinents
and new scientific theories. The new
building wll welcone nore students and
di verse cultures, which will allow students
to |l earn about other cultures, religions,
and activities that the students participate
I n.

| want this new building for the
next generation of School Wthout Walls
students because this school sets a firm
foundation for students' educational,
social, and cultural values. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Thank you.
M. My.

MR MAY: (Good evening. M nane
Is Zachary May of 1017 C Street, S.E. | am
currently a Senior at School Wthout Walls,
and over the past three years, | have
repeatedly told the sane joke to people
unfamliar with ny school. Soon, if it is
not repaired, nmy school wll literally have

no walls. The structure would be
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insufficient even if it wasn't
deteriorating. Wthout a PA system
communi cati on consists of countless sheets
of paper attached to doors, and students
runni ng between cl assroons.

This school uses the city as a
classroom partially because the buil ding
can't provide several basic functions. W
have no auditorium no science | abs, no gym
not even a cafeteria. For our |arger
assenblies, GNlets us use one of its
auditoriuns. The library is the size of a
single classroom and the ceiling | eaks
after stornmns.

| was the student who took the
phot os for the slideshow you saw earlier,
and | amnot the only, or the first person,
who has taken photos of the school's flaws.
St udent s havi ng seen ot her phot ographers do
the sane, barely notice ne, and probably
didn't expect any significance to result

fromny picture taking
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Last year, after a piece of
ceiling fell on a student, photographs were
taken of the classroom As a result, the
ceiling was replastered, and it still |eaks.
Teachers | spoke to knew exactly what needed
to be phot ographed. One of ny past teachers
menti oned a particularly large wall of
fungus in another classroom and stated that
she woul d be unable to teach in that
classroomif it were her own.

Every student at School Wt hout
Walls is affected by the deterioration of
t he buil ding, and they each have several
stories about it. Over the course of the
four years, each student spends tinme in
al nost all of the classroons, and every
single roomhas at |east one visible flaw,
rangi ng from fungus-covered walls, to |arge
holes in the ceiling.

For exanple, leaking is a
consi stent issue after rain. Several tines

| have seen buckets and trash cans placed in
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cl assroons and the library to contain the
water. In history class |ast year, severa
of the desks, which have concave seats, were
found one norning containing pools of water.
This year, the pencil sharpener fromthe

nei ghboring math cl assroom can be heard
clearly through the wall of ny Anmerican
Gover nnment cl ass.

Despite the building it is housed
in, the School Wthout Walls is a fantastic
school. The students produce sone of the
hi ghest SAT and PSAT scores in DC Public
Schools. Above all, School Wthout Walls is
a coll ege preparatory school. Every year,
nost, if not all seniors, apply to and are
accepted into coll eges and universities
across the nation. |In the |ater nonths of
the school year, a bulletin board in the
hal | way beconmes congested wi th students’
mul ti pl e acceptance letters. Furthernore,
several upper classnen are allowed to take

coll ege courses at GN which gives a speci al
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advantage to our students. Thank you very
much.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Good man.
Thank you. Any questions for this panel,
col | eagues? Any cross exam nation? kay.
Thank you. Thank you all for your
testi nony.

Ckay. Doug Firstenburg, no.
Davi d Lehrman, Bernard Denpshaw, and | can't
really nmake out the last - it's Anne
Digiulio. GCkay. W're going to begin with
M. Firstenburg, | believe is how you
pronounce it.

MR, FI RSTENBURG That's correct.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  You may begi n.

MR, FI RSTENBURG ~ Chai r man Hood,
Menbers of the Comm ssion, ny nane i s Doug
Firstenburg. | live in Bethesda, Mryl and.
I|"'ma real estate developer, and ny firmis
al so an advisor to educational institutions.
|'ve had the honor of being before this

comm ssion before for our real estate
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devel opnent s.

Wiile | can't go back to 1980, as
M. Katz referred to GWs relationship with
School Wthout Walls, | can say that over
four years ago, and unfortunately too many
DCPS superintendents, we becane the pro bono
advisor to the DC school systemto try to
create a public/private partnership for the
School Wthout Walls. Qur goal is pretty
sinple, howto create and fund a renovation
for a Tier Three school.

As you saw the pictures, what you
didn't see was the pictures of the Tier One
and Tier Two schools that couldn't be funded
on their own, so there was a huge fundi ng
gap in order to create a new School Wt hout
Walls. The real sinple task was how to
create value, where is the value for GWto
conpensate DCPS to create a new school? The
real sinple answer was density. W had to
find a way to create density that GV woul d

pay for, and we did.
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W told themwe intend to sel
them a parking lots and their rights that
the DC school system doesn't need. But it
wasn't just about noney, we needed a | ot
nore than that in order to justify a
transaction like this. W need nmany, many
programmati ¢ benefits beyond those that were
al ready provided by GWto the DC schoo
syst em

In ny sense, having done nany of
t hese public/private partnerships, both as
an advisor to the institution, as well as a
devel oper, this partnership seens to be the
truest sense of a wonderful public/private
partnership. GWNconmmts to build dorns.
There seens to be a need in everything |
read about GWoputting dorns on their canpus.
This seens to achi eve that goal.

DCPS gets a dramatically inproved
new school. | can't say it better than the
dozens of people you have al ready heard

toni ght, and the pictures that you've
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al ready seen, but all they're giving up is a
parking lot, and all they're giving up is
devel opnent rights they don't need. It seens
to be a wonderful transaction, but they also
get the parking spaces.

GWis paying for all of the
devel opnent rights, and M. Katz w ||
probably hit in the back of the head right
now, but on top of paying for the |land, they
get 30 free parking spaces. They al so get
15 additional parking spaces at the price
that the faculty and staff pays for GW
It's a wonderful econom c and progranmatic
benefit for the DC school system

On top of that, this partnership
that they tal ked about, there's a strong
bi ndi ng comm t nent between the two
institutions to nake it one of the best in
the country. It was one of the things that
was nost inportant to the school board when
we were negotiating this, and | have al

faith in both institutions to nake that
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happen.

Lastly, you get wonderfu
hi storic renovation and superi or
architecture. | used that |ast word because
t he Zoni ng Conmm ssion doesn't get to vote on
a notion. That's not your job. You have to
vote on the facts and the justifications of
this case. It seens clear to ne, based on
nmy nodest experience in this, that this
neets all the tests for a PD approval.

In addition, | see the Zoning
Conmmi ssi on having the opportunity to vote
Its conscience, and the kids being able to
survive. This is about kids, | hope you'l
see it that way, as well as see that it
neets the test. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Thank you.
M. Lehrman.

MR, LEHRVMAN: Thank you, M.
Chairman. |'m David Lehrman. |1'mthe Foggy
Bot t om ANC Conmi ssi oner for 2A-01, and |

live at 2020 F Street across fromone of the
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GWNdormtories that |I've cone here to
testify in the past before you.

On Cctober 18'" we had our neeting
of the ANC, and to paraphrase a Rupert
Mur doch headl i ne sone years ago wth the New
York Post, essentially the ANC said drop
dead to the idea of a rule about Schoo
Wthout Walls prospect. The discussion was
much nore | earned and intellectual, it
di scussed Section 200.1 and technical zoning
variations, but | feel that sone place the
human di mensi on got lost in the process.
The truth of the matter is, the first
guestion that | asked was how many of us are
parents on this Conm ssion, and the answer
I's none of us. W are a singularly
parentl ess, childless bunch of adults
sitting in judgnent on the hopes, and
dreans, and aspirations of many of the
peopl e that were here.

You know, when Tip O Neill said

years ago that all politics is |ocal, you

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

230

have only to | ook around this roomto see
how that works. This is as local as it
gets. And GWNand the conmunity that we live
in there in Foggy Bottom is not a child-
friendly place. You don't see a gol den
retriever on the streets, you don't see a
baby carriage, you don't see sonebody
wheeling their dreamin front of them

When the principal earlier talked
about the fact that School Wthout Walls is
a place of dreans, nost of the people that
live there, and nost of the people that
attend our neetings are not connected wth
that dream And | think that in sone
respects we ought to see are we mssing a
sensitivity chip sone place that keeps us
from seei ng what needs to be done to take
young people born in the 90s who want to
have the chance for a good education and a
good school, this is a very unusually noble
project. W' ve heard the principal speak,

the former principal, as well. These are
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young people feel welcone. And earlier out
in the hall, | talked to a young person that
seened very troubled at the idea that all of
t hese grownups hated him and | said it's
really not that way. | said, it's just
politics. That's the way it works, people
call nanes, and they point fingers, but
nobody hates you here. And | said the truth
of the matter is, there are a | ot of people
rooting for you. But how you do that, and
also integrate the fears and the anxieties
of the community certainly is sonething that
you need to do.

My viewis that the ANC
Comm ssion, in a respect, |ooked at the
damage to the School Wthout Walls al nost as
collateral damage in terns of preserving the
zoni ng i ssues, as opposed to letting kids
have an education. There is a way to
har noni ze both. Even the Foggy Bottom

Courant, al nost a nout hpi ece for the Foggy
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Bottom adm ni stration, criticized the ANC
for its decision recently, and it said that
much nore coul d have been done to advance
this project than to sinply kill it.

Most recently - if | may have
just one last sentence - the letter that you
have, M. Chairman, fromthe conm ssioner
who resigned, is a long letter, and he,
hi msel f, who started really as an anti-GW
candi date exam ned many of these issues, and
found no nerit in any of the argunents
opposing them M/ viewis you work with
your ANC, you hope for a w ser deci sion.
That's what we're here today, and we hope
for that. Thank you for the chance to
testify.

CHAl RPERSON HOCD: Thank you, M.
Lehrman. The reason | let you continue and

didn't cut you off, because | did want to

hear nore about that letter, so | just want
to make that cl ear. | want to be fair to
everyone.
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MR LEHRVAN:  Sure.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: | want to say
Bernard, but | know - | always pronounce
your |ast nane incorrectly, so l'mgoing to
| et you pronounce it, and that'll save ne
fromdoing it incorrectly.

MR, DENTCHUK: Thank you, M.
Hood. Thank you for the opportunity to
testify in support of the partnership
bet ween School Wthout Walls and GW My
name i s Bernard Dentchuk. | live at 918
Front Street, NW | work at GW As part
of the programmatic partnership between GW
and Walls, | teach African Anmerican history
and culture at the Walls school, and |
coordi nate the school's black cinema cl ub.
My course surveys the 450 year experience of
Africans in America, and African Anmericans
I n Amrerican history and culture. | have
taught at Walls for four years, but | have
previ ously been a guest lecturer at Walls

since 1995, lecturing on DC and bl ack
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hi story and cul ture.

As such, | amone snmall part of
t he educational partnership between GWand
Walls. M course concentrates on the 17'"
18'", and 19'" centuries. W concentrate on
studyi ng the begi nnings of Africans di aspora
experience in the New Wrld. W started the
m ddl e passage in slavery in the Caribbean
in the 17" century, the British |legal and
soci al construction of race in the 18'"
century, slavery in North Anerican, its
resistance, its abolition, the Gvil War
Era, reconstruction, post reconstruction in
the 19'" century, and Jim Crow racismin the
20'" century. That covers, essentially, from
1500 to 1950. We only spend a snmall anount
of time on the nodern Cvil Rights novenent
of the 50s and 60s, and no tinme on the post
Cvil Rights era. Finis Oigine Pendet,
"t he end depends upon the begi nning", goes
the Latin nethod of teaching history. The

nore ny students understand the begi nnings
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of their ancestors' experience in Anerica,
the nore they can understand thensel ves and
the social, economic culture in which they
| ive, struggle, and survive, and succeed.

| challenge ny students to enjoy
| earning no matter what the physical
conditions in their classroom | do not
want to hear their conplaints about the
ceiling falling on their heads. | tell them
to nove their chairs and avoid the falling
debris. | do not want to hear about the
cold comng in fromthe old, drafty,
| nadequat e wi ndows. War a second sweater,
| tell them | do not want to hear about
t he cl assroom bei ng unbearably hot in the
warm nonths, or too cold in February. The
worse the conditions, actually, the better
like it.

| rem nd themof the |earning
conditions of W Du Bois and Soj our ner
Truth, of Frederick Douglass and Harri et

Jacobs, of Carter G Wodson and d audah
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Equi ano, that they had to endure, that they
| earned splendidly, went on to wite great
books and excel in their field. Dd
Frederi ck Dougl ass have air conditioning in
the We plantation where he was ensl aved,
and | earned to read clandestinely? So |
show them t he sl ave shack that Carter G
Wbhodson | earned in; yet, he got a Ph.D. from
Har var d.

My Wal | s students | ove | earning
no matter what the conditions. They wl|l
not be m s-educated, a reference to
Wodson's sem nal work, The M s-Education of
t he Negro, which they study.

Apparently, the ANC believes that
Wal | s students should not enjoy the benefits
of the partnership with GN that is advanced
intellectual rigor. |Is this --

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: M. Dent chuk.

MR, DENTCHUK: Yes, sir.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: |'mgoing to

have to -- did you provide us that?

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

237

MR, DENTCHUK: Yes, sir.

CHAl RPERSON HOCD: Gkay. W have

MR, DENTCHUK: I'Il just close
wth this sentence. My 17

CHAI RPERSON HOCD:  You can cl ose
wi th that sentence.

MR. DENTCHUK: Thank you very
much. Is this, in fact, the view of 10, 000
Foggy Bottom resi dents, 150 businesses, two
dozen non-profits and churches that reside
I n the nei ghborhood? | think not. Thank
you for your tinme, M. Hood.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Thank you, M.
Dentchuk. And I think | can now pronounce
your nane correctly. |'ve heard you
pronounce it. And I'msorry, | didn't --

M5. DA ULIO No, that's fine.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Ckay. | know
it's Debbie. | nmean, I'msorry, Anne --

M5. DAULIO D Gulio.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Di G ul i o.
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M5. DAULIC | live at 2222 |
Street, NW [It's a dormon canpus, JBKO
And |'m here tonight to speak to you on
behal f of the George Washi ngton University
Resi dence Hall Association. As a conmunity
service coordinator for the organization, it
Is my role to come to you and expl ai n why
our organi zati on has chosen to support this
School Wthout Walls project.

This project is a bold effort on
behal f of the adm nistration to accommodat e
t he needs of the George Washi ngton
Uni versity students. The proposed residence
hal | consi ders many aspects of student life
wthin its design. The systemof single
bedroons with a shared |iving space all ows
students to access both personal space and
the benefits that cone froma room nate.

By the tinme many students are
upper classnen, they are ready for their

privacy and i ndependence, yet they still
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desire the conpani onship of their friends.
This design is the perfect synthesis of the
t wo.

The proposed residence hall would
give us sone nore living experience to many
of f-canpus apartnents, while retaining the
proximty to classes and activities.
Students will be able to set their own sl eep
and study habits w thout worryi ng about
disrupting their roommtes. D sagreenents
woul d not erupt when one half of the roomis
dirty. Even things as sinple as playing
musi ¢ you |li ke and decorating in your style
make this option ideal for the nodern
student. These things really do affect
rel ati onshi ps between room mates, and this,
in turn, affects the attitude of the canpus.

In addition, we feel that the
buil ding's two entrances wi Il enhance the
nmobility of students both in the residence
hal | s and on canpus, in general. Another

benefit of this proposed residence hall is

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.
(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

240

that it will fill the void left by the
proposed transition of the Aston from
under graduat e housing, as set forth in the
proposed canpus plan. This transition would
| eave the undergraduate popul ati on w t hout
116 beds, and it is of particular concern to
our organi zation. Rather than force the
upper classnen to nove off-canpus, our
organi zation is pleased to see efforts to
keep students in the canpus community
t hrough the university's devel opnent pl an.
This will be an attractive housing option
that wll draw students to canpus, while
sticking to the current and future canpus
pl ans.

I n concl usion, the CGeorge
Washi ngton University Residence Hall woul d
like to offer their support for this
proposed residence hall. Thank you very
much for your tine.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Ckay. Thank

you. Are you al so representing RHA?
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M5. DAULIOC Yes, that's the
organi zation. | think M chael A ken may

have signed ne in, and then | signed nyself

in, too.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Ckay.

M5. DAULIOC There was a slight
confusion. [|'msorry.

CHAl RPERSON HOCOD: (Ckay, that's
fine. No problem Thank you. Coll eagues,
any questions of this panel? Any cross
exam nation? Seeing none, thank you all for
your testinony.

The next group asked to come up
together, and that's what |'m going to do.
W try to honor everyone's request. Brian
Ham uk, Mark Levine, and Craig Kupiec. |
tell you what, when you conme up, you can
correct me. Kupiec, | think that's it. F
Street Conmm ssi on.

MR, HAMLUK: Chai rman Hood and
ot her nmenbers of the Zoning Conm ssi on,

thank you for allowng us to testify on

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

241

(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

behal f of the George Washington University's
F Street Corridor Comm ssion. M nane is
Brian Haml uk, and |I serve as the Director of
the Ofice of Of-Canpus Student Affairs at
t he George Washi ngton University.

The O fice of Of-Canpus Student
Affairs was devel oped by GWapproxi mately a
year and a half ago to actively address
student citizenship, civility, neighborhood
conduct, and appropriate behavior in the
surroundi ng conmunity. In |less than two
years on canpus, we have worked to conduct
of f - canpus student services fairs for those
students who transition off-canpus, work to
educat e new students at our freshman
orientation about appropriate conmunity
behavi or, create nunerous infornational
publ i cations and prograns, including the GV
Quide to Living Of-Canpus, and have
responded to 100 percent of community
concerns called in by local community

menbers.

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

242

(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

243

I n addition, we support GW
housi ng prograns in their efforts of the F
Street Comm ssion, which ny coll eagues wil|
tell you nore about now.

MR, LEVINE: Good evening. My
name is Mark Levine, and | serve as the
Seni or Assistant Dean of Students at GW In
nmy role at GN | oversee all student
discipline at the university, as well as
assist with the residence hall life. One of
the major initiatives undertaken recently
has been the F Street Corridor Conm ssion, a
wor ki ng group of students, faculty, and
staff who are com ng together to address
student behavi or specifically on F Street,
where we have several residence halls and
properties between 19'" and 23" Streets.

Wth the arrival of the new
resi dence hall on Square 103, we understood
the potential for increased student activity
on F Street would exist, and we've worked

hard to address those. Through nunerous
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initiatives of the Ofice of Of-Canpus
Student Affairs, conbined with the F Street
Comm ssion, we're taking an extrenely
aggressi ve approach to educating our
students, and while we recognize that it's
| npossi ble to nake any generalizati ons based
off one nonth of conparative data, we find
It encouraging that community conplaints
regarding F Street behavior in Septenber
2006 decreased from seven to three, as
conpared to Septenber 2005, despite having
an additional nearly 400 students added to F
Street. In short, another residence hall
does not necessarily nean increased
di st ur bances.

MR KUPIEC. M nane is Craig
Kupi ec, and |I'mthe Student Coordi nator for
the F Street Corridor Conm ssion, which | am
excited to tell you nore about. This
comm ssion is a very uni que adventure that
brings together faculty, staff, and students

t o address student behavior on F Street. W
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have recruited students from each of the
residence halls on F Street, and students
from several residence halls that are in the
proximty of F Street. Through our bi-

nont hly neetings, we are using these

resi dence hall representatives to do a
nunber of initiatives.

First of all, we utilize the
representatives to educate students in the
resi dence halls about appropriate behavi or
and trends that we are seeing on F Street.

Second, we utilize themto
provi de us perspective on what is the pul se
both on F Street and trends inside the
residence halls and buildings. W neet
regularly with admnistrators to ensure that
we are aware of all community concerns so
that we can incorporate theminto our
activities. Wile this comm ssion is brand
new and just off the ground, we are | ooking
forward to continuing our efforts, and

bri ngi ng new students on board fromthe new
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F Street residence hall in the years to
cone.

COW SSI ONER JEFFRI ES:  Ckay.
Any questions? |'ve been given the gave
for a second here. Any questions fromthe
ot her comm ssioners? Any cross? Ckay.
Thank you very nuch.

The next four, we have Sharon
Vel ine, we have WII| Al exander, Elizabeth
Elliott.

PARTI CI PANT: Ms. Elliott is
actual |y opposed, so she doesn't cone yet.

COW SSI ONER JEFFRI ES:  Oh, okay.
Ckay, so just Sharon Veline and W I
Al exander .

PARTI Cl PANT: And then keep
goi ng.

COMWM SSI ONER JEFFRIES: And then
Ri cky Gail sburg, and then we have M.
Briggs, Jania Briggs. GCkay. I'magoing to
keep going. Mchael Huff. GCkay. No

M chael Huff. Okay. This is |ooking pretty
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good.
(Laughter.)

COW SSI ONER JEFFRI ES:  Nancy
M randa. These are all proponents. Ckay.
Laura Estrada. GCkay. |s there a Laura
starting with the last nane "E', the curse
of witing, it's hard to read here. Ckay.
And what about Ms. Jordan Mranda? Ckay.

PARTI Cl PANT:  You're not taking
this personally are you?

COW SSI ONER JEFFRIES:  No, I'm
not taking it personally at all. This works
out. So it looks like you are the sole
panel i st here as a proponent. Your nanme?

MR, ALEXANDER: M nane is
WIlliam Dal e Al exander, I11.

COW SSI ONER JEFFRI ES:  Ckay.

MR, ALEXANDER: | am here to
present - | guess I'min the unique position
of being an alum of both School Wt hout
Wal | s and the George WAashi ngton University.

|"ma 2000 graduate of the School W thout
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Wal | s, and subsequently earned a BS in
Mechani cal Engi neering in 2004, and an MBA
with a concentration in Small Busi ness and
Entrepreneurship in 2006, both fromthe
George Washington University.

While in high school, | served
during ny senior year as a nenber of the
Local School Restructuring Team LSRT, where
the matters of needed repairs and potentia
partnershi ps were frequently agenda itens.
At GN as well as a Trachtenberg Schol ar and
| ater Presidential Admnistrative Fellow, I
had the opportunity to again encounter and
voi ce my concerns over the fate of ny al ma
mat er .

What | think is interesting, and
|"mgoing to break away a bit fromny
prepared statenents, is that at the tine
that | was a student at GV it would have
been nore common to see the students
actually in opposition to a proposed

partnership. | understand | am a proponent,
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so | didn't cone up at the wong tine, but I
guess the thrust of what ny statenent is, is
a reflection of how those views have changed
over the years, and why ny stance has been
al tered.

Al though I've lived in DC all of
ny life, | only cane to Foggy Bottomin 1996
for ny freshman year of high school. Mich
has changed in the 10 years that have | apsed
since then, sonme for the better, sone for
the worse. And, regrettably, as tine has
passed, the condition of nmy bel oved high
school has been allowed to worsen. That
statenent is not a criticismof the building
staff who work tirelessly to keep boilers
running in the wwnters, and fans in place
during the sunmers.

My stance regarding a potenti al
partnershi p between DCPS, School Wt hout
Wal | s, and GWhas changed. |'m not one who
wai vers or is easily influenced by others.

Over the years, |'ve argued that the
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physi cal condition of the facilities was
merely cosnetic, and the substantial inport
of the wealth and nerit of School Wt hout
Walls lied in adherence to the m ssion upon
which it was founded, to truly use the city
as a resource. And with that in mnd, if
the building itself was crunbling, it didn't
matter because we were at the zool ogi cal
park, or we're at the arboretum we're
sonewhere el se and not affected by those
conditions. And that's why | was initially
opposed to the push to try to add a
gymasi um add a cafeteria, add |ockers,
these are all commonpl ace i npl enents of
ot her high schools. And once you adopt
those things, you' re not different any nore,
and so | wanted to nmake sure that the
m ssi on was foll owed.

Thirty seconds. But things need
to change, and what |'ve seen with the case
of McKinley Tech, is that we rely on the

city, and the city has not done us justice

NEAL R. GROSS
COURT REPORTERS AND TRANSCRIBERS
1323 RHODE ISLAND AVE., N.W.

250

(202) 234-4433 WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005-3701 www.nealrgross.com




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22
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our students. | went to the bathroom and
It didn't feel Iike honme any nore, didn't
feel |like where | had gone and spent that

much tinme of ny life. And so | want to see,
t hrough whatever way is possible, an
| nprovenent .

And | forgot to add just one
final thing. | know that zoning, and |
guess a |l ot of people are apathetic about
governnent, and there was a gentl eman that
presented that spoke a | ot about the
different sections, and sub-sections of
different - the zoning is not neant to be
able to block or push your own persona
agendas. The zoning and regul ations are
I ntended to protect the well-being of the
comunity at-large, as | understood from
reading the website. And this whole
proposal is about enhancing the community,
and so I'd like to see that it is pushed

forward, and that the opportunity to better
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t he education for these students is
protected. So | thank you, and | apol ogi ze
for going over tine.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: No problem
Your nane, again? |'msorry.

MR, ALEXANDER: W I Iiam
Al exander .

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: M. Al exander .

MR, ALEXANDER: Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON HOOD: (kay. Hold
your seat for a second. Any questions of
M. Al exander? Let me ask you sonet hing,
let me ask this very briefly. You nentioned
that you woul d not have supported it a
coupl e of years back because School Wt hout
Wal ls was unique in its own way. But now
you're here to support it, because things
changed.

MR. ALEXANDER: Well, here's the
thing. Gowng up in DC, as | have, you
come to be distrustful of proposed - it

seens |i ke schenes. You wonder what the
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underlying notivation is, and we were al ways
concerned that our well-being was being
parl ayed for profit notivated initiatives.
What woul d happen to the students during a
proposed construction? What happens if
construction was del ayed? What protections
were there in place to saf eguard our
education in the interimbetween when a pipe
dreamwas laid out, and when it actually
coul d be enjoyed by students? So in that
time, we held denonstrations, we wal ked out
of classes when these proposals were
initially considered. But when you go
t hrough the school now and you see what
students have to contend with, it's beyond
feeling inspired to overcone your hunble
begi nnings. It's beyond hunble, it's
deplorable. And so that's why ny position
has changed.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Ckay. Thank
you.

MR. ALEXANDER: All right?
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CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Any ot her
questions? Any cross exam hation? Seeing
none. kay. Thank you very nuch for your
testi nony.

MR, ALEXANDER: Al right. Thank
you, Sir.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: |Is there
anyone el se in support, any organization or
person wishing to testify tonight in support
of Case 07-17? Seeing none, we'll go to
persons, organizations and persons in
opposition. M. Barbara Kahl ow, West End
Ctizen's Association. M. Elizabeth
Elliott, | believe is representing herself.
And that's all | have. Anyone else in
opposition - organi zation or person in
opposition? This is your tinme to cone
forward. Seeing none, we wll proceed, and
we wll begin with Ms. Barbara Kahl ow.

M5. KAHLOW  Good eveni ng.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Good eveni ng.

M5. KAHLOW |' m Bar bara Kahl ow.
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| live at 820 Fifth Street, NW 1'Ill be
testifying today on behalf of the Wst End
Ctizen's Association, the oldest citizen's
organi zation in Foggy Bottom West End area.
WBCA is primarily interested in maintaining
the quality of life for the existing
residential community in Foggy Bottom West
End. | have three major points to cover in
ny five m nutes.

One, is a change in zoning
justified, or even necessary? The answer is
no. GWwants to up-zone the site, Square 80
| ots, two lots by use of spot zoning. No
one el se has nentioned that today. It is
spot zoning. From R5D to SP2, and via PUD
Square 80 is in the mddle of a huge R5D
area, and across F Street froma smaller R5E
ar ea.

As | discussed in ny WBCA' s
Sept enber 28'", 06 testinony on proposed
repl acenent canpus plan, Case nunbers 06-11

and 06-12, in its June 23" pre-hearing
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subm ssion, GWNreveal ed the rationale for
this proposed up-zoning to exenpt this site
fromthe floor area ratio, FAR cap, of 3.5
In the aggregate in Section 210.3 for R
zoned properties.

The footnote on page 3 in the
June 23 filing states, "Under the MOU
bet ween DCPS and GWN the University wll
conpensate DCPS for additional devel opnent
rights generated by re-zoning to SP2 under
the PUD, which will renove the devel opnent
fromthe aggregate floor area ratio cap that
applies to residentially zoned |land within
t he Foggy Bottom Canpus Pl an boundari es.
Provision 5 in the Exhibit A of the MU is
even nore revealing. It states, "Avoi dance
of the aggregation rule." For the density
to have maxi numvalue for GN it nust avoid
t he aggregation rule set out in 11 DCWR
210.8, which limts overall devel opnent on
Its canpus to ensure this devel opnent wll

not count agai nst the university's aggregate
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canp, the PUD currently zoned R5D, nust be
re-zoned to non-residential zone."

Provision 5 further states "Termnation - in
the event that GWand DCPS are unable to
obtain approval to re-zone the PUD site to a
non-residential zone, or if the aggregation
rule as set forth in 11 DCVR 210.8 applies
to this PUD, then either party shall have
the right to termnate this MU "

In any case, if up-zoning is
desirable to allow nore FAR, since RS5E, with
or wiwthout a PUD allows 6.0 FAR, and the
application is only for 5.29 FAR, please
approve no nore than R5E. Again, if you
remenber, | said the site is in an RS5D area
across the street from R5E, and nowhere near
SP2.

Thi s non-spot zoni ng woul d keep
this site within the cunul ati ve FAR cap
whi ch the WBCA strongly desires, and which
was the purpose of the entire set of zoning

regul ati ons for universities.
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The Cctober 10'" suppl enent al
filing requests not only conbi ned School
Wthout Walls dorm FAR of 5.29, but also an
astonishing 7.84 FAR for the GWNdorm part.
That was the huge building you saw in the
pictures. Current R5D zoning provides for
no nore than 3.5 FAR, so the dormrequest is
for 124 percent increase in density. This
Is truly unjustified, unnecessary, and
excessi ve.

Point two - are the other
requested areas of relief justified? The
answer is no. The unjustified areas include
at |least two, |ot occupancy, and air and
light. And the air and light one is
| nportant because the application states,
"I'n order to maxi mze student housing on the
site, the outer courts wll require relief
fromthe requirenents to provide the
required light and air of the residentia
units. The WBCA believes that students,

| i ke all other Foggy Bottomresidents,
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deserve sufficient light and air in the
dormtories.

Third, is the application
conplete for the comm ssion action? The
answer is clearly no. As | discussed in ny
VBCA' s Sept enber 28'" testinony on proposed
repl acenent canpus plan, current DC | aw and
codified rules require full conpliance with
the DC Environnental Policy Act before the
comm ssion can act on this application,
whi ch exceeds the mllion dollar threshold.

DC rul es provide, and | give the
citations - the assertion by GWNthat it's a
buil ding permt issue is clearly
I nconsistent with current law. The
conm ssi on nust respond to the DC
Environnmental Policy Act.

In sum the WCA objects to the
magni tude of this proposal, especially the
7.84 FAR dorm and believes it would inpose
mul ti pl e adverse i npacts on the residenti al

community east of 23"® Street. W do not
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oppose renovation of the School Wt hout
Wal | s, however. Thank you for the consider
of WCA's vi ews.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Ckay. Thank
you, Ms. Kahlow. Ms. Elliott.

MS. ELLIOIT: Good eveni ng,
Conmi ssi oner Hood, and ot her comm ssioners.
My nane is Elizabeth Elliott. | live at 532
20'" Street, N.W, and | |ived about two
bl ocks fromthe G ant School for about
al nrost 30 years. |'ve lived there since
1980. And |I'm here toni ght because | feel
strongly that the comunity -- the one
thing | hear mssing in all this proposal is
t he actual nei ghborhood, and the residents
there. And | think we've been put in an
unt enabl e position because of this, and in
ny subm ssion |I'mkind of veering off from
what | had witten in ny testinony, and | do
hope you'll look at it. | wote up a piece
for the Courant back in July, tal king about

the whole historic application, aspects of
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the Grant School, and the historic resource
that we have in the community.

And then | also put in an
article, | hope M. Al exander, who just
testified, will forgive ne. | put a piece
that he wote back in 2002 about his
opposition to the School Wthout Walls
proposal, as it was being structured then,
and has formed ny opinion about this for
sonme long tine.

"' mvery concerned about this.
The School Wthout Walls is a trenendous
resource. It's a trenendous success story,
but as | wote in ny piece for the Courant,
the School Wthout Walls programis a
concept, it's not a building. And as
evi denced by its proposed expansi on, which
you have before you, the program has
admttedly outgrown the Gant School
facility. And even with the proposed
addition, the projected increase in the

student popul ation to over 400 students w ||
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generate an incredi ble anount of wear and
tear on the Grant School proper. And now
woul d be the perfect tine, in ny opinion,
for the School Wthout WAlls programto

rel ocate to a state-of-the-art facility, to
a larger and nmuch nore appropriate facility,
or for a legitimte and appropriately
situated and scal ed addition to be devel oped
behind the current |andmark buil ding. And
that can't happen, because the university
wants to build another huge out-of-scale
dorm and it is huge, if you | ook at the

el evations of that proposed building. It's
just gigantic, and it's going to block |ight
and air fromthe southern aspects of that.
And this whole thing, the whole addition is
bei ng driven by GNs needs, not by the needs
of the community. And there's an overlay of
needs for the School Wthout Walls, but in
my opinion, that's not what's really driving
this.

| think with the historic
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| andmark status to cure, one of the things |
al so nentioned in ny witing, is that when |
was chair of the ANC back in 2001, we
attenpted - the community wanted to have the
school |and marked so that we could go out
and secure funds, and | ook for funding so
that we could restore that building, and we
weren't given an opportunity because we got
stonewal l ed for five years to get that
buil di ng I and marked and to do sonet hi ng
about it. And now that the university needs
It and wants it, it's been fast tracked, so
| would just say you have a gol den
opportunity to insist on visionary
preservation, restoration, and architectural
design in one of the District's ol dest and
nost historic residential --

CHAl RPERSON HOCD: Ms. Elliott,
|'"'mgoing to ask you to wap it up.

MS. ELLIOIT: That should not be
| ost to the insatiable business and

devel opnment needs of George WAshi ngton
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Uni versity. Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Ckay, thank
you both. Col | eagues, any questions or
comrents? Questions for this panel?

COW SSI ONER JEFFRIES: | do have
one question, and it's probably nore for OP.
|"mjust curious, and I knowit's late so |
don't want to - anyone respondi ng, please,
let's try to avoid |long responses, but M.
Kahl ow has brought up spot zoning. And
every time | see that word, it just - ny
hairs stand on end. And | just wanted to
know i f you could comment, O fice of
Pl anni ng, on this notion of spot zoning.

MR. PARKER: Well, there are two
points, | guess. There is SP zoning in this
nei ghbor hood, as you're well aware, a | ot of
the area to the south. And, secondly, SP
zoning is often a buffer zone between the
residential zones and different zones.

COW SSI ONER JEFFRI ES:

Transitional kind of --
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MR, PARKER: It's a transitional
zone, and that would be the case here, the
denser zone to the south, and the | ess dense
zone to the north.

M5. STEINGASSER: |'d also Iike
to add, Comm ssioner Hood, spot zoning is a
very specific legal definition. It goes to
zoning that is inconsistent with the
conprehensi ve plan, and that gives benefits
to an individual inconsistent with the
conprehensive plans. And |I'msure the
| awyers woul d give a nuch tighter
definition, but that inconsistent with the
conprehensive plan is a really inportant
element. And that's why the bal anci ng of
t he conprehensi ve plan policies and el enents
of that conp plan are very inportant in the
revi ew here.

As M. Parker pointed out, there
Is SP-2 in the neighborhood. It's not a
conpl etely inconsistent zone wth what's

going on, but it's whether the action is
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I nconsi stent with the plan, and we don't
believe it is.

CHAI RPERSON HOCD: Let ne j ust
say, this EIS issue | thought we had
resol ved. It just keeps resurfacing each
time. And | thought that EI'S was not within
our jurisdiction, but here | see again, M.
Kahl ow, but that's a question for our
general counsel. | want to ask and get it
cl ear, because one mnute we're told one
thing, and here - it keeps resurfacing, and
| would like to just get it clear. |
t hought we had it clear once before.
Qobvi ously, we don't, because it keeps

resurfacing. So, anyway, that's sonething |

wll be asking at a later tine.
COW SSI ONER JEFFRIES:  |' m j ust
wondering - well, this is on the record in

ternms of this spot zoning, and | was
wonder i ng whet her sone ot her counsel could
speak on it. But it's just that when

sonething like this is in the record, | just
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want to make certain that it's responded to.

M5. STEI NGASSER: We coul d ask
both the Applicant's counsel and our own
Ofice of Attorney CGeneral to do a very
short brief in response to that.

M5. JEFFRIES: Yes, if it can
just be - yes, absolutely. | want to nip
this in the bud, or at least respond to it.

M5. STEINGASSER: | think that's
a good idea so that it's in the case file.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: And | believe
we've done - | would agree wth Conmm ssi oner
Jeffries, and also, if we could get an EI S,
which | know we' ve al ready done once. |
just can't articul ate.

M5. STEI NGASSER:  Again, | know
Ofice of Attorney CGeneral has already given
an opi nion on that.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Ri ght .
Exactly.

M5. STEI NGASSER: We' |l get that

into the record, as well.
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CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Ckay. \Wat
are we doi ng now? Ch, cross exam nati on.
Any cross exam nation? Ckay. Al right.
Thank you all for your coments. Anyone
el se, organi zation or persons in opposition?
Seei ng none, Ms. Dwyer, if you would cone
forward, we'll wap up.

M5. DWER  Thank you, M. Hood,
and Menbers of the Comm ssion. Having
|istened to the testinony, we don't believe
that there is rebuttal testinony that we
need to present. | think we addressed the
I ssues in our direct case, and | don't think
anyt hi ng has cone up in rebuttal that
requires us to bring our expert w tnesses
back.

W would Iike to make a cl osing
statenent, but since we already have several
things we filed on the record, our thinking
was to file our closing statenent in
witing. And in that, we can address the

spot zoning issue, which | tried to address
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earlier in ny testinony as to why SP-2
zoning is appropriate, and we fully agree
with the Ofice of Planning, it has a lot to
do with the conprehensive plan, the Zoning
Enabling Act, and the intent of the SP
district, and we can address that.

Based on what we heard this
eveni ng, our understanding is that we need
to file a | andscape, streetscape plan wwth a
| ot of detail and definition. W also need
to provide nore detail on the sustainable
design elenments of both buildings, and this
spot zoning issue, which | said we could
address in our closing statenent.

The inportant thing that | wanted
to put before you is the urgency of a
decision quickly on this application. As |
think we nade clear, this application
conplies with both the current canpus pl an,
and the proposed canpus plan, so there's no
reason that a decision on this needs to wait

until you conpl ete the hearings and deci sion
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process on the new canpus pl an.

As you've heard fromthe party in
support, and fromthe many i ndivi dual s who
have testified in support, there's a real
need to nove quickly on this application.
What we would like to propose, and initially
we were hoping to ask for a bench deci sion
this evening, but in light of the fact that
we're filing sone additional materials, what
we would Iike to propose is that this be put
on your agenda for the Novenber 13'" Zoni ng
Comm ssion neeting. W can file by Friday,
Novenber 3'%, the additional materials that
you' ve requested, and | think by the tine of
your neeting, M. Ken Laden can address the
one or two issues that he was asked to
address. And we would very nmuch like this
to be put on your agenda for Novenber 13'"

CHAl RPERSON HOOD: Ms. Schel lin,
I s that doabl e?

M5. SCHELLIN: Well, the problem

wth that is that it doesn't allow tinme for
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the parties to respond.

M5. DWER The only party to
respond is the party in support. There's no
party in opposition.

M5. SCHELLIN: The ANC

M5. DWER  Well, the ANC. Al
right. So if we --

M5. SCHELLIN. And we send out
our packages on Tuesday, the 7'", or
Wednesday norning, the 8", so that would
only give themtwo or three days to respond
in order to make it in the package for the
13th's neeting.

M5. DWER  So we woul d have to
file by this Wdnesday in order to give the
ANC a full week to respond? |Is that --

M5. SCHELLIN: Qur package
actually goes out, it's either Tuesday
afternoon or first thing Wednesday nor ni ng,
so it wouldn't give thema full week.

M5. DWER  Could we cone - |I'm

just trying to see if we could cone up with
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a reasonable tine that we could file, and
they could file, so that this could be on
the agenda for the 13'"

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: W m ght not
be able to nmmke the 13'" hearing, but we
have sone neetings - we have a nunber of
nmeetings com ng up. Could we squeeze that
I n?

M5. DWER  Perhaps a speci al
meeting, this could be before a hearing
that's com ng up?

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Anyt hi ng
except for Wednesday. W' re already neeting
again on - we have one Wdnesday al ready.

M5. DWER: | amrem nded that we
w || be back before the comm ssion on
another GWmatter on Novenber 20'", and
per haps before that hearing starts, there
coul d be a special neeting.

CHAl RPERSON HOCOD: W al ready
have anot her special neeting prior. Ckay.

Here's what |'m being advised. W need to
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check and see how much tine the ANC needs.
They don't need that nuch tine that we
possi bly can do it, but what |I'm seeing
here, we have a | ot of special neetings for
the nonth of Novenber. M. M cone.

MR MCONE: We wouldn't if their
-- | was going to suggest the 20'" or the
30'", because we're all going to be gathered
here on the canpus plan, or Square 54, if we
could in any way fit it in those dates.

CHAl RPERSON HOCD: W' re al ready
comng in, | think, at 5:00 already.

M5. DWER: | nean, the itens
that we're asked to provide for the record,
t he | andscape/ streetscape plan and the
details of that, I"'mnot sure if the ANC
woul d have a specific issue, the need to
comment with that, the nore sustainable
design elenents, and then this spot zoning.
Qur closing statenent is separate. No one
gets to respond to that. That just goes

into the record, so it's just the --
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M5. SCHELLIN. M. Vice-Chair,
if | mght, maybe what we could do to all ow
the ANC a week and still get this on the
Novenber agenda is that if the ANC actually
files something, I'll scan it in and maybe
get that to you, or send you a suppl enental
package.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: Let ne ask, is
the Chairman going to participate?

M5. SCHELLIN: Well, | thought
she was going to, and she was going to read
the record, which she won't have tine to do
that if we do this in Novenber.

CHAI RPERSON HOCD: It's al ways
good to have five, but anyway, you run the
risk. Let me do this. | knowit's |ate.
Gve ne two mnutes. Let ne just adjourn
for a nonent, two m nutes.

(Brief recess.)

CHAl RPERSON HOCD: Ckay, we're

back in session. W were just trying to get

our schedule straight. Wat |I'mgoing to do
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sonet hi ng as we stopped.

MR MCONE: Well, we were just
trying to hope, if possible, to utilize one
of the other hearing tinmes that we have
either for the Square 54 matter, a few
m nutes of that, if it's only going to take
a fewnminutes to close this up, or the 30"
when we're gathering on the canmpus pl an
I ssue, just to save all the parties
I nvol ved, including the conm ssion, sone
tinme.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD: If at all
possi bl e, can we push the envel ope and see
if you all can meet the date for the 13'"
because we're going to already be booked at
5:00 on both of those days.

MR DWER M. Hood, | was just
talking to our team and we can have these
additional materials by 12 noon on
Wednesday, and we can have them hand-

delivered to the parties. W can order the
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ready. M understanding it takes two days,
so Wednesday woul d be ready for Carol to
review. And then the ANC woul d have until
the follow ng Tuesday at 5 p.m to respond,
so that gives themvirtually six days, and
It gives us a day and a half to get it
together, and we're commtted to do that.

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Ckay.

M5. SCHELLIN: Actually, 3:00
p.m Al filings are due by 3 p.m

CHAI RPERSON HOOD:  Ckay.

M5. DWER So it would be 3 p.m
on Tuesday for the ANC

MS. SCHELLIN:  Your's by
Wednesday, the 1%, 3:00 p.m Right?

M5. DWER R ght.

M5. SCHELLIN: And then the ANC
and if the party in support chooses to
respond, they would have until 3:00 p.m on
the 8", and then we will acconmpdate it on

our November 13'" agenda.
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PARTI Cl PANT: Wednesday, the 8'"?
| thought you said Tuesdays.

MS. SCHELLIN. Wednesday.

PARTI CI PANT:  Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON HOCD: |I's everybody
fine with that schedul e?

M5. SCHELLIN:. W're going to do
sonet hi ng special to make sure they get your
response. Yes.

CHAI RPERSON HOCD: |I's everybody
okay wth that schedul e?

M5. DWER  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON HOCD: And they're
going to get the transcript, and it would be
up to Carol whether she reads it or not.

M5. DWER G eat. Thank you
very nmuch.

CHAl RPERSON HOOD:  Ckay.

M5. DWER W greatly appreciate
your accommodati ng our schedul e.

CHAl RPERSON HOCD: CGkay. So
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everybody is on board with that. Let ne
t hank everybody for their testinony, and
com ng out and participating in this hearing
tonight. The commission will nake a
decision on this case at one of its regular
nont hly neetings, preferably and hopefully
Novenmber the 13'". The meeting is held at
6:30 p.m on the second Monday of each
nonth. Sonme exceptions, and the record is
actually closed wwth the additional things
that are being requested.

Ckay. Wth that, | now decl are
this hearing closed.

(Wher eupon, the proceedi ngs went

off the record at 10:43 p.m)
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